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INTRODUCTION 


hese stories, mostly from Concretes second year, show some maturing іп 
technique. One thing I notice is Ше advent of characters with secrets. It's а 
time-honored component of stories, which works because it so well reflects real life. 


In fact, I still marvel at this slow-dawning truth. As a youth I assumed the adult 
world was largely rational, orderly, pleasantly predictable. Over the years Гуе come 
to appreciate that trouble and shame come into every life. Medical problems, 
mental illness, adultery, bankruptcy, criminality—all around, in the lives of your 
friends and neighbors and family. I think I finally started to get it, probably later 
than most people, in my mid-thirties. 


Fact is, Ше is hard. I understand now in a way I never could as a youngster why people 
dull their anxieties with alcohol, or embrace the steadying certainties of religious 


fundamentalism. Terrible things happen, all around. And we make terrible choices. 


There’s an interesting British mystery writer, Minette Walters, whose books (The 
Ice House, The Dark Room, The Devils Feather) are built around this dark truth. Her 
writing procedure is unusual. It's always an investigation plot. She avers she doesn't 
know who murdered the victim when she starts; instead, she builds tangles of secret 
shames in the lives of every character in the story, making all of them plausible 
murderers . . . and all, even if their hands are clean of the murder, understandably 
evasive. One of them eventually feels right to her, and she makes them the killer. 
In the meantime, we've had tours of some dark places indeed. 


Sometimes I have the stomach for her books, sometimes not. Their great strength 
is that it is impossible to guess the killer, so suspense is maintained. An author, 
after all, cannot telegraph an ending if she doesn't know it herself. But they are 
also a hard slog through depravity. Too much of that, and voyeuristic interest gives 
way to bleak disgust with humanity. 


I guess that's why I can never resist going for the gag in my own writing. Humor 


makes life bearable. 


Another common element of most of these stories is that they felt constrained to 
me when I created them. The farm story, the Nepal story, and “Тһе Damp Descent” 
especially made me yearn for more pages. After that last, I switched to miniseries. 
A hundred or a hundred and twenty pages is a more comfortable length for most 
of the stories I want to do. 


А few specific comments: The Nepal stories grew out of a trek I took there in 
1983. It was a sleepy little mountain kingdom then, with echoes of the hippie era 


rebounding along “freak street” in Katmandu. A far cry from Nepal of recent years, 
with a Maoist insurgency ascendant and the ghastly incident of the mentally 
unbalanced prince machine-gunning his royal family. The worst thing that 
happened to us was getting up on a moraine with crumbling slopes and no clear, 
stable way to get down (we finally did, after much anxiety). And dysentery. When 
Craig Thompson gave me his beautiful travel sketchbook, Сауле: de Voyage, I 
laid this aphorism оп him: “One should travel enough in ones twenties to get 
dysentery." He seemed a little put off by it. 


"No Sweat" was cheeky on my part. My experience on farms extended to bucking 
hay for a couple of days, at that time. Not that it's all that much more, now. Still, 
I did a fair amount of research, not that it shows. Pll always remember getting the 
pages back from my letterer Bill Spicer. Next to the panel of the just-revealed, 
wormy skull, he wrote, “Shades of EC comics!" 


"Always Fences" is a good introduction to Concrete. It contains as close to a biography 
of the character as any story Гуе done, even an origin recap. And it shows him 
squarely in the real world, one of the hallmarks of the series. In fact, when the young 
Canadian director Ezekiel Norton was considering which story to adapt for a Concrete 
television pilot, this was the one he chose. Not that he ever got to film more. 


“Тһе Damp Descent" was a chance to explore the big put-on (a recurring theme 
in Concrete). As a guileless person myself, l'm in awe of those who can lie and 
manipulate their way through Ше Ше story also dwells upon the irony of our 
fascination with aliens from space, when there are strange enough aliens all 
around: in the trees, under our feet, landing on our arms to suck our blood. 


“What Needs to Ве Done" was my first crack at а straight-out suspense story. 
Come to think of it, the drifter in it looks a little like Rick, the arsonist in my 
suspense-focused graphic novel, Killer Smile. Though given the fate this wretch 
endures, KS is clearly not a sequel! 


I hope you enjoy them. 


—Paul Chadwick 
Friday Harbor, WA 2005 
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ONCRETE'S FORMER LIFE AS 
SPEECHWRITER RONALD LITHGOW 
HAS BECOME A SET OF WISTFUL 
MEMORIES. 


N H1S NEW BODY, WITH ITS ROCKY CRUST 
AND INHUMANLY KEEN EYES, HE HAS 

SOUGHT THE EXTREMES OF EXPERIENCE THE 
WRITER IN HIM ALWAYS HUNGERED FOR. 


1РЕР BY WOULD-BE NOVELIST LARRY MUNRO 
AND РК. MAUREEN VONNEGUT—A SORT OF 

ATTENDING BIOLOGIST— HE HAS EMBARKEP 
ON А PROJECT НЕ IS STRANGELY SUITED FOR: 

SAVING THE BORESON FAMILY'S FARM. 


WA. МАЛ 


DR. MAUREEN 
VONNEGUT 


за? ART 
ци D 4, po» Риск 


LETTERING: 
д 8/1206 SPICER 
EDITOR: 


RANDY 
STRADLEY 


T 


THESE BIRDS ARE г 
LOVING THE BUGS 7 
I'M STIRRING UP. 


THIS REMINDS ME OF 
SWIMMING THE 
ATLANTIC— STEADY, 
INCREMENTAL EFFORT 
WHILE THE MIND 
WANDERS. 


WHAT A DIFFERENT 
SORT OF LIFE! HONEST 
WORK, CREATING 

SOMETHING PEOPLE 
GENUINELY NEED, 
STEALING FROM NO ONE! 


SAME COUNTRY WHERE 
GUYS GET RICH 
LEGALLY BY BLACK- 
MAILING COMPANIES 
INTO CREATING 
MASSIVE DEBT. 


NOT THAT THE BORESON 
FAMILY DOESN'T HAVE 
ITS SHARE OF DEBT. 


І САМ SEE WHAT YOU 
MEAN BY CASH-FLOW 
PROBLEMS. JAMES. 


WHY DIDN'T 
YOUR UNCLE LEAVE 
SOME OF HIS 
ESTATE TO YOUR 
DAD? YOU 
WOULDN!T HAVE TO 
WAIT A YEAR FOR 
THE TRUST TO BE 
RELEASED TO 
You EAS тнат 


HE 
MUST'VE 
KNOWN YOUR 
SITUATION. 


Ў WELL, 
UNCLE GEOFF 
AND DAD 
DIDN'T GET 
ALONG TOO 


DAD, WELL...DAP 


SORTA TOLD HIM IT 
SERVED НІМ 
RIGHT WHEN HE 
GOT AIDS. 


AND то BE 
HONEST, EVEN 
BEFORE DAD DIS- 
APPEARED, IT 
LOOKED PRETTY 
HOPELESS. HE 
HADN'T MUCH 
ENTHUSIASM 
FOR FARMING 
LAST COUPLE 
OF YEARS... 


US KIDS IF 
DAD WENT 
BANKRUPT. 


OF HIS BIG 
BROTHER. 


THAT 
THAT'S АМ 
EXCUSE- 
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ANP TO THINK 
YOU ALMOST 
DIDN'T SEND 
ME THAT 
LETTER... 


Dear Mr. Concrete; 
Recently on the Tonight show you asked for 
ideas of what to do with your body. Ме have 
a proposal we hope will interest you. 


We are in danger of losing our farm, which 
our family has worked for four generations. 
Unlike many farmers, we feel our problems are 
temporary and that we can soon be viable 
again. 


Our father disappeared at Christmas, we think 
because of our debts and other problems. Our 
mother broke her arm, ribs and collarbone in 
an accident. Our tractors are seriously in 
need of repair. We are short-handed and 
undercapitalized in our most critical year. 


Nevertheless, our future looks brighter. 

James (20) and Stan (16) are growing stronger 
and more able of doing the heavy work. Our 
mother will mend. Maureen (18) recently found 
work іп Vernonville, providing crucial cash. 
Most important, a trust left us by our late 
uncle will provide funds that will greatly 
relieve our debt load, starting next year. 


Surviving this year is the problem, and 

50 we are asking your help. Your great 
Strength and stamina could help in many ways 
on a farm. We can't promise the glamour 

of your Hollywood work, but there will be 
our gratitude, our hospitality, and a 

chance to make a difference. 


Sincerely, 
The Boreson Family 


James (20), Maureen (18), Stan (16), 
Lili (10), and Karen (mother) 
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THEN WHAT? "eem 
А FEDERAL LOANS. C 
PRICE SUPPORTS. 


WELL, HOW ABOUT 
THAT. I'M PONE 

PLOWING: 

C2 


JAMES! I'M 


THE DARK. 
I HAVE 
OWL EYES 
WHEN L 


а 


INS et 
VSS 
ے‎ ኬክ 


EUHHHS CHANGE ЕМ OH, DON'T BELIEVE 
BACK! THE GOVERN- EVERYTHING 
MENT GUYS THAT YOU REAP. 


Ñ 


25521 


ው መመመ 


Ee 
ኢመ መመመ 


———2 


WELL, 2 САМ 
SEE LOTS 


5 
n? IS 
je 4 
ግኝ 


CONCRETE'S SUBSTITUTION FOR А TRACTOR CONTINUES 
AS LARRY AND “LITTLE” MAUREEN STRIVE TO BRING 
THE BORESONS’ MACHINES TO WORKING ORDER 


2.22 


1 THROUGH PLANTING. 


T 
WITHOUT PUTTING 
UP TOO мисн 

cAs 


OF АМ 
IRRIGATION 
SYSTEM... 


E WITH 
CAPACITY OF YOUR 
CURRENT ONE... 
pole 


Е TH- 
SHELTERED? 
WHAT'S THAT? 
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SEMI- UNDERGROUND — FROM THREE 


, BUT THE BEAUTY OF ITIS 
Е GROUND IS COOLER THAN 
THE AIR IN SUMMER AND WARMER 

NTER. YOUR HOGS 
WILL LOVE IT! 


CONTINUING, 
THEN. 
MAUREEN THINKS 
WE сам BUILD А ` 
LOW-MAINTENANCE 
ANAEROBIC COM- 
POSTING SETUP 
THAT WILL PROVIDE 
BOTH COMPOST FOR 
YOUR FIELDS, AND 
METHANE TO DRY 
YOUR CORN. š 


WELL, IT ALL 
SOUNDS JUST 


WONDERFUL.--- 
т CAN'T 


UITE 


ENOUGH 


IDE 
Өч HAVE 


WORK WITH- 
OUT THAT, 
DON'T YOU 

THINK? 


| 
WOULDN'T ВЕ THAT 
MUCH TROUBLE! 
BLUEBERRY 
BUSHES DON'T 
NEED ТО BE RE- 
PLANTED EVERY 
YEAR LIKE CORN- 
YOU NEED ONLY 
TO_HARVEST 
BERRIES! 


YOU'RE 


CLOSE 
ENOUGH TO 
SEVERAL 
TOWNS TO 

HAVE А 


PEOPLE TUBS 
AND CHARGE 
“ЕМ FOR 
THE 
PRIVILEGE 
VIRTUALLY 

NO LABOR 


AT ALL. PURE 


GRAVY! 


AND, OF COURSE, 
т САМ CLEAR THE 
SOUTHEAST 
CORNER FOR 
CULTIVATION 
AGAIN. 


GUILTY 
AS CHARGED. A 


THAT'S GOOP. 
YOUR BUILDING 
IDEAS... WELL, 
THEY SOUND А 
LITTLE ON THE 
WHOLE EARTH 
CATALOG 
SIDE... 


N 


ARTICLE THERE BY 


MALCOM WELLS 


FIRST EXPOSED 
ME TO EARTH- 
SHELTERED 
BUILDINGS. 


£ 


QUITE ANXIO 
TO ро, 
ACTUALLY- 


THING IS, WE 
DON'T NEED 
ANOTHER 

CROP 


THERE'S 
PLENTY TO 
DO ALREADY. 
LET'S 
LEAVE THE 
MARSH 
вЕ- 


MOSTLY FREE 
MATERIALS, 


ANP 
MUSCLE- 


BESIDES, IT'S WET, HIGH-ACIP SOIL. JUST 
WHAT BLUEBERRIES LOVE, BUT NO GOOD 
FOR MUCH ELSE. PLUS, XOUE MOSQUITO 


You GET 
THESE OTHER 
THINGS DONE, 


BERRIES, 
OKAY? 


THAT'S 
А LOAD, 
STAN! 


FOR YOUR рар“. 


ABSENCE. AM 


GUESS 
YOU COULD 


SAY THAT- 


SO TELL ME, STAN— 

HOW DID I ANNOY 
YOUR BROTHER 
LAST NIGHT? 


OH, JAMES HAS BEEN 


PRETTY TIGHTLY 
WRAPPED SINCE НЕ... 
SINCE DAD LEFT. 


[7 УУЕЕЕ YOU 
ABOUT TO SAY 
HE AND YOUR 


WELL, THAT'S DUMB. 
А GROWN MAN 
DOESN'T RUN OFF 
OVER A SCRAP WITH 
HIS SON. 


YOU'RE PROBABLY 
RIGHT. I REALLY 
DON'T WANT TO 
DISCUSS IT. 


HUH. THIS IS A 
TIGHT-LIPPED 
BUNCH, AT LEAST 
ON THIS SUBJECT. 


THIS'LL BE YOUR 


I'M IMPRESSED! 
THESE HOGS ARE 
GOING TO HAVE 1ፐ 

BETTER THAN 
OUR cows! 


HOME, CHAUNCY! 


FG 


LAD YOU ASKED, 
JAMES. THE MANURE 


VWAIT'LL 
YOU SEE THE 
FEEPING 
SETUP I'M 

PLANNING! 


STONE BY STONE... 


MOVEMENT BY Ж --- 80 BY DEGREES DOES CONCRETE'S GREAT 
MOVEMENIT--- STRENGTH AND TIRELESSNESS TRANSLATE 
Е E i S INTO PALPABLE BENEFITS FOR THE FARM. 


MAUREEN! ) 


HOLD UP! 


ІТ--. 
SELECTING 
THE BEST... 


b 


FORMING А 
SYSTEM 
WHICH, PRO- 
PERLY RUN, 

wa 


MAKING THINGS... 
AND MAKING THINGS 
WORK.-.THAT'S WHERE 

SATISFACTION IS IN 

THIS LIFE. 


CRUSHED 


ut 
v 
z 
и 
u 
T 
Е 
0 


THEY'D BE 


)) 5 
Ы. 
4 መ 


С, 


ሠው 


( 
SS 


IT'S NOT NEARLY 
SO EFFICIENT AS 
٨ 
E 
= 


ON А LONG-TERM 
PLAN FOR THE 
FARM WITH JAMES 

AND THE AGRI- 
CULTURAL 
EXTENSION 

AGENT. 


NOT TOO 
SHODDY, 
? 
ERE... 
BUT IT'S 
PRETTY. 
MUCH THE 
SAME. 


| 
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THANKS FOR ОН, NO... SILLY 
BREAKFAST, T FEEL TO WASTE FOOD 
MOM -.-- 7 M E 
YOU, тоо, 
MAUREEN! 


MAYBE... MAYBE 
WE SHOULD TALK 
ABOUT THIS. 


BE CLEARED. 


HEY 
THERE! YOU'RE 
А D Е- 
DEVIL, AREN'T 
You? 


ATE THE WILD 


ING LARGE TO 
LL, THEY 


THE STRAIGHT, 


DARK ROWS THAT WILL COME 


WILL ВЕ SOME- 


AND THOUGH THE DEATH OF A 
THING BETTER. 


ЕОКЕЗТ 15 SAP, 


THE AREA OF BENIGN 
DEVASTATION EXPANDS, THE 


KNOW 
I'LL 


I 
THE^ 


1 


M 
ለኔ 
TT 
HI 
opi 
- 
585 
EN 
8 
мш 
тг 
Or 
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LOOKS LIKE THE 
LLARD 


PUT DOWN 


RADIC, 
WHY YOU'RE HERE, 
“СЕРТ YOU'VE 

АҮ 


NOBODY TALKS LIKE 
THAT! І SHOULD 
کا‎ YOLI— и 
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YOU A 


دچ 
re‏ 
Er‏ 
፲‏ 

v4 
55 


à 
ሠ 
E 
< 
` 


HAVE IT YOUR 
WAY, THEN. 


BACK TO 


JUST A JOKE. 
LET/S GET 
WORK. 


WHAT 
DOES 747 


MEAN? 


22 


NE 
ш w 
1۸ 
Ог 
«30 
ህ2 


YEAH, ТЕ! 
PROBLEM. 
LUCKY, THE 

FIGURED 


ROLL INTO THE 
тєн, USUALLY. 


«Ai “ИП: 
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THE SUMMER WINDS 

ON, THE LAND 1S 

CLEARED, THE CORN 
GROWS. 


LARRY, ONCE 
KNOWN T 
DETEST 
DIRTYING HIS 


FINGERNAILS 
HIS 


IOUSLY, JAMES ANP STAN FREQUENTLY fŠ 
NO THEY HAVE TASKS TO DO IN THE ЕА 
WORKSHOP NEXTPOOR Ат NIGHT. 


НЕУ, L 
YOU но 
MANURE 


SAY, JAMES, I'M ALMOST THROUGH 
WITH THE COMPOSTING SETUP COULD 
WE USE THESE TO HELP DREDGE AND 
R THE GRAPE THE SWAMP? 
dg r OF : 


ፊ 


CRETE... 
у д 1 


THANK YOU 
I DON'T м 


БАУ NO MORE, 
KAREN. I'LL 


HAVE A 
TALK WITH 
LAR 


B 
HE'S 
SOPH 
BEIN 
LOS ANGELES 
AND ALL--. 


HERE WE ARE, ል COUPLE OF 
WEEKS FROM LEAVING. 
THERE'S AN UNDERSTAND- 
ABLE TEMPTATION, I THINK, 
TO, WELL... 


JUST THINK, LARRY... 

SHE ISN'T LIKE THE 

UNIVERSITY ЕРИСА- 
TED CITY WOMEN 
YOU'RE USED TO. 
THIS 15 A LOVE- 
STRUCK FARM 

GIRL WHO THINKS 
YOU'RE LORD 

BYRON- 


INCIDENTALLY, 
YOU SHOULD 
BRUSH UP ON 
YOUR 
SHAKESPEARE. 
YOU'RE MIS- 
QUOTING 
ABOUT HALF 
THE TIME. 


IT'S NO В! 
REALLY. 
FRIEND ROB 
HER FIANCE А 
DRIVING INTO 
CITY WITH 
FANCY DIN 


AAU 
RAREL 
TO DO 


ም LISTEN, 
LARRY, THAT'S 
A LONG DRIVE, 
AND NOBODY 
EXPECTS YOU 
HOME UNTIL 
! EARLY 
\ MORNING..- 


RISING TO 
THE 

OCCASION. 

I'VE SEEN 


THE 
DRESS. 


WHAT YOU'VE HAD IS 
SWEETEST, MOST EXGUISI 


ABLE. 
YOU SHOULD ТАКЕ IT TO THE 


\ 


NEXT LEVEL. 


| /ANYWAY, INDULGING 
YOURSELF NOW WILL 


MUCH MORE 


BITTER. و‎ | — 
ሬ АМ 


3 


LARRY, LARRY... 
WHAT'RE YOU GOING 
TO PO, STAY OUT HERE 


HER? OR LIVE LIKE А 
MONK IN L.A., 

WRITING HER EVERY 

NIGHT? I KNOW 
YOU BETTER 
THAN THAT. 


SHE 
MIGHT COME 
TO L.A 
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IT'S LIKE THE CLASSIC 


POLITE. 


WELL, “DAD,” SORRY ND YOU'R RDL [ 
IE I CAN'T BE SO | RIZE WITH A MAN AN 


== 
E WANN 


SINCE WE 
LEAVE IN TWO 
EEK 


HEY! LARRY! GET UP! USEFUL 
መው р KNOWLEDGE, 


WHY ISN'T THE СНОРРЕК - GOD! WHY ISN'T 
HITCHED ТО THE NEW ТЕАСТОЕ, CONCRETE DOING 
ZANT IT'D = = THIS?! 276 


SURE BE 
QUIETER! 


HERE'S SANDWICHES AND CHIPS. MOM መል! 
YOU SHOULD HAVE MORE OF THIS TO KEEP. 


YOU GOING 
/ یا‎ 
Z 
I 


/ 
SUPER- 3 
CAFFEINATED 


COLA, HUH? 


2 


EARLY MILKING LEADS INTO ANOTHER 
GRUELING HARVEST DAY... 


> s 


AND INPEED ТНЕУ МАКЕ А STUNNING 
COUPLE AS THEY GO OFF... 


NIGHT 15 А 
FITFUL 
PURGATORY 
Е FOOT- 
STEPS IN THE 
HALL, EVEN 
AN ERRANT 
ВАТ 
FLAPPING 
ABOUT THE 
ROOM... 


hhhh... I CAME š A WALLET? 
CROSS SOME- Е š он! JOHN 
HING FUNNY. 7 BORESON'S 


WALLET... 
۸ N MONET 
STILL IN IT, 
TOO. 


|| / 
LOOK IN 

THE 
JACKET 
РОСКЕТ Å 


1 аг] 
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I GUESS I OH,DON'T WORRY SHOULDA SAY, JAMES... NOW THAT THINGS ARE 
SORT OF ABOUT IT. YOU PRETTY MUCH WRAPPED UP, HOW 
WIMPED OUT WERE KIND OF ABOUT US SPENDING A COUPLE OF 
CUTE, DAYS ON THAT SWAMP? 
سا‎ 


Aw, НЕСЕ, CON... OH, IT^5 NO JAMES 15 RIGHT, 
YOU'VE DONE PROBLEM. CONCRETE. 
ENOUGH FOR US. YOU'VE MADE SYCH 
MORE THAN A DIFFERENCE. 
ENOUGH. ኝ YOU'VE SAVED 
^ OUR WAY ОЕ LIFE- 
si. YOU DESERVE 


A REST! 


RETURNS TO THE FARM, BLT THERE'S A SLIGHTLY 
EST, THE BRIGHT FORCED QUALITY TO THE 
TS кое THE FUTURE- HIGH SPIRITS- 


RE 7 6 


EVENTUALLY... 


AND СОМСЕЕТЕ SETS OFF 
FOR THE SWAMP, A KNOT 
IN HIS SIZABLE BELLY..- 
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ЕТ ዜጋ 
UGE, AND THEN, А GLINT OF 
LIGHT- HUNGRY EYES. METALL ል FRACTION OF 
G AN INDUSTRIAL SHAPE... 


И шо Е‏ اور لت 
ДАНО ALL HIS WORST SUSPICIONS CONFIRMED,‏ 
IW Ze -‏ | 


LORDY, LORDY, LORDY... 


со 
7 у № - - 


THE SKELETAL 
LIMBS 
COVERING IT 
ARE БАЕТ 


зз 


м 
AND MORE, НЕ 
WAS JUST SO 
ANGRY... 


EVER SEE OVED BEATEN? BEATEN PAST HELPLESSNESS? AFTER 
THEIR BO AND BLOOD 15 POURIN’ OUT OF THEIR NOSE AND THEY 
AIN'T ЕУ Y MORE, JUST WHIMPERIN'? AND IT WASN'T THE 

ST TIME, JUST THE WORST. 


--- BUT YOU CAN'T THINK 
СРАЖЕНИИ CAN'T 


YOU CAN'T 
РО IT RIGHT... 


I 


ди 


вит E L. 
ТООК МОМ TO THE HOSPITAL, 
AND WHEN A N 
CALLED FOR DAD, AND THEN 4 
WE HAD TO KEEP IT LIP. 


LIKE TO THINI... THAT PAD 
WOULDN'T WANT US TO ROLL UP 
AND DIE. THAT HE'D WANT из TO 
WORK LIKE HELL TO SAVE THE 

FARM. SO THAT'S VVHAT WE'VE 
DONE. THAT'S WHY 
WE WROTE You. 


THE CHOICES ARE 
GRIM. POSSIBLY 
A VOLUNTARY 
CONFESSION, 
SUPPORTIVE 
ACCOUNTS FROM 


FAMILY MEMBERS, 


CONCKETE'S 
TESTIMONIAL TO 
JAMES' CHARAC- 
TER МІОНТ SEE 

HIM THROUGH 

THE PAINFUL 
JUDICIAL PROCESS 
WITHOUT DOING 
TIME IN PRISON. 


BURYING THE 
TRUCK 
ADEQUATELY 
TAKES ALL 
NIGHT. 


ВОТ WHAT ТНЕМ? THE 
FAMILY COULDN'T 
MOVE AWAY TO START 
ONER, NOT WITHOUT 
GIVING "t THEIR 


BUT THE ALTERNATIVE? BECOMING 
AN ACCESSORY TO MURDER. 


AND WOULDN'T IT COME 
ULDN'T ONE OF 
EVENTUALLY 
ы MSELF, OR 
SPEAK? 


LAND FOR GROWING 
— THUS JUSTIFYING 
RKS— TAKES THREE 


FINALLY, 1ፐ 12 
ТІМЕ ТО ОО. 
% 


5 


ኤራ 
“але 


ТНЕМ РОМТ 
BOTHER WITH 
IT. I'M VERY 
HAPPY WITH 
ALL WE'VE 


LEAVE YOU WITH THIS THOUGHT. 
WE'RE DOING THE RIGHT THING. 
YOUR DAD WOULD WANT YOU ТО 
KEEP THE FARM, KEEP THIS 2 
WAY OF LIFE. - 


WHILE THEY CAN'T HEAR, LET МЕ‏ څا 


WHENEVER YOU 
FEEL WEAK, WHENEVER 
YOU FEEL YOU CAN'T 

BEAR THIS SECRET— 
REMEMBER THAT. 
DRAW STRENGTH 
ЕКОМ IT. 


Ё 
ምሥ 
WE'VE سک‎ 
PROMISING LILI 


A COLLIE PUP 
FOR 
CHRISTMAS. 


ou 
CRUST. YOU'RE 
А SORT OF 
SALT LICK, I 


[PAUL CHADWICK'S | 


SOMEWHERE 
IN AMERIC, 
AFTER FORTY YEARS WITH 


BOEING AND TWO KIDS--ONE 
GREAT, ONE МОТ SO GREAT 

SAND NOW DECEASED2--DEAN 
MUNCE WAS READY TO RELAX. 


® 


TWENTY THOUSAND DOLLARS FOR А 
USED WINNEBAGO WASN'T TOO MUCH 
TO РАУ FOR FKEEDOM. 


AND AS LONG AS THEIR 

HEALTH HELD OUT, HE AND 

JOANNE WERE GOING TO 
ENJOY THEMSELVES. 


፳ 
° 


I NEVER THOUGHT 
I'D COME SO CLOSE 
TO MURDER, TO THE DARK 
SIDE OF HUMAN 
AFFAIRS. AND THIS IS 
TWICE, NOW. 


JER 


لا 
ፈን‏ 


7 


WHAT NEEDS 
TO BE DONE 


LET YOUR WIFE 

FINISH UP IN 

THE POWDER 
ROOM. 


YOU 
FOLLOW ORDERS 
AND YOU WON'T LET'S SEE 
GET HURT. OUR 


LET'S MAKE I/M AFRAID YOU WERE АКЕ YOU STILL 
THIS QUICK. I HAVE TO USE GREAT ON THE MAD AT 
I'M NOT IN THE [5 THE REST- TONIGHT ANONYMOOSE? 
МООР FOR ነ ( 2 

THE 
CELEBRITY - 

BIT. ; MOM... I/M 

SCARED... 


ро vou 
SIGN AUTO- 
HEY, LOOK! GRAPHS? 
; . 


1745 
CONCRETE’ 


pm 
AT AUTOGRAPHS, BUT 1 


I'LL BEND SOME 
PENNIES FOR YOU. 


SURE. GIVE 
МЕ SOME 
PENNIES. 
STRETCH 
YOUR LEGS, 
TRIPOP. 


AND TAKE 
A LEAK, TOO, 
MAYBE... 


Ао 
ሥን” 


/ L. 

THE DOG ONLY ነ 
HAS THREE 
LEGS! HERE, 
BO»... SHAKE! 

C'MON, 
SHAKE! 


LARRY? MAUREEN? 
WOULD YOU MIND f, I'VE DECIDED. 
POSING BY OUR FROM_NOW ON I 
TRAVEL 
INCOGNITO. 
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IF YOU TWO DON'T 

MIND, гм GOING 

TO CATCH A LITTLE 
SHUT-EYE-.- 


HOW ARE YOU DOING, NO, THANKS, MAUREEN. 
LARRY? WANT МЕ I'M GOOD TILL, ОН, 
TO DRIVE?” THE NEXT FILL-UP 


LARRY, SLOW DOWN... 
МАУВЕ ТНЕУ NEED 
HELF: 


NO, YOU SAW 
о». 
RST 
THING. 


THIS HAS 


YOU 
PLAYED THAT 
HAPPENED 
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AND WHEN WE NEED GAS, 
OR FOOD? YOU'LL TIE 


US UP THEN? 31 


SEEMS 
WE'RE QUITE 
А NUISANCE 


УУНАТ”УА MEAN? I TOLD YOU, 
1 JUST WANNA GET TA 
CALIFORNIA. THEN 
Ce 


WHAT 
WILL YOU РОР 
JU 


I COULD USE SOMETHING 
MYSELF. СОТ BEER 
IN THERE? 


PON'T 
TRY ANYTHING. 
GRANDMAS 


PONY 


HOW ABOUT 
A GLASS OF 

WATER Z IT'S DAMNED 

HOT OUT HERE. 


: 
ال 1 


15 
[ 


\ 
"di asc cM 
NOW GET TH НЕУ...УУНАТ“5 
STRAIGHT WRONG? 
YOU OLD-- N 


WHAT'S A POG 
DOIN’ OUT 
HERE? 
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THIS POG 
LIKES BEER! 
ТМ GONNA 


GET IT 
SMASHED! 


HOW ABOUT HELPING 
ME? 1 NEED YOU TO 
HOLD SOME- 

THING. > 


WH 

TAPE IT TO 
THE 

CONTACT... 


THAT WAS REAL STUPID 
GRABBING THE WATER, 
OLD МАМ... 


WE'VE WE'LL. HAVE 
AE | | ከዚህው 
AROUND! 
TRIPOD! LEFT TRIPOD NEXT 
AT THE GAS ЕХІТ. 


STATION! 
|: 


NO. ILL GET 
QUT... YOU DRIVE 
ACROSS THE MEDIAN 
I'LL HELP THE TRUCK 
OVER ANY ROUGH SPOTS. 


TIP OF MY TONGUE FEELS 

LIKE I STUCK IT IN THE 

DASHBOARD CIGARETTE 
LIGHTER, THOUGH. 


POUR IT ON, LARRY! NO SPEED 
TRAPS OUT HERE! 


--- Тоок RIGHT 
OFF AFTER YOU 
ND 


NEVER CAME 
BACK. 


AUS 


THANKS OH, HALF AN HOUR 
OR SO. YOU'RE 
THAT CONCRETE 
FELLOW, AREN'T 
You? 


НЕ IS! WE 
DROVE 
RIGHT 
FAST, 

BEFORE! 


OR TRIPOD! 


7 НЕКЕ, 
Boy! 


GA М 
NOW HE BNEW: А “YOU REMIND МЕ OF МУ SON,” THE OLD MAN 
THE CARS FOP THE WINES HAD SAID... AND HE WONDERED IF THAT 

CET MEANT HED BE SOFT ON HIM. 


BUT IT PIDN'T. 


AND THEN 
THE STRANGE 
THING. 


УЕАН...НАР YOURSELF 
" å А LITTLE ADVENTURE» 
HE'D GIVEN HIM š К j DIDN'T You? 
A GUN AND А ፈት 


BULLET; SAID 
HE'D KNOW 
WHAT TO DO 

WITH THEM. 


IT WAS GETTING 
COLP. DESERTS 
GET COLD AT 
NIGHT. 


WE'LL 


KEEP BETTER 
I WONDER WHAT 
? THAT FELLOW WAS WATCH ON YOU 
DOING OFF THE cM 
ROAD. SURELY : 
THOSE THINGS 
HAVE TOILETS. 


Wien, SPEECHWRITER RONALD /4 

LITHGOW RECEIVED A NEW, | 

ALIEN BODY, HE MIGHT HAVE 

BEEN DOOMED TO A LIFE 

AS А SECRET SUBJECT OF 
GOVERNMENT STUDY. 


— 

вт HIS PLEAS ТО СО 

PUBLIC WERE 
FINALLY SATISFIED, 
ON CONDITION THE 
WORLD BE TOLD НЕ 15 
А U.S.-BUILT CYBORG: 

“CONCRETE” 
THIS UNLIKELY FICTION 

SEEMS TO BE 
ACCEPTED BY MOST. 


ኒኒ. 


å А 1 
. . REMARKABLE | 


4 2 7A | О НЕ IS FREE TO PURSUE А 


= z. р NEW CAREER AS А FREE- 


m PN LANCE TRAVEL WRITER, AIDED 
STORY & ART ) dÎ ву ATTENDING GOVERNMENT 
2 ©7288 "| BIOLOGIST DR. MAUREEN 
РД PALL CHADWICK ` VONNEGUT, AND WOULP-BE 
[ NOVELIST LARRY MUNRO. HIS 
LETTERING: TOUGH NEW BODY IS ALSO А 
A ወ/ረረ SPICER GREAT HELP. 
' EDITOR: 
RANDY 


STRADLEY t UT IT HAS ITS 
DRAWBACKS... 


за. 
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I COULDN'T AGREE 
MORE. HE REMINDS 
ME ОЕ RODIN'S 
THINKER: WHICH WHAT DO 
TO ME 15 7HE ICON YOU THINK, 
OF MASCULINE MAUREEN Z, 
VIRILITY! 


соое 
MORNING! 


I HAVE 
SOMETHING 
WONDERFUL 


YES! I HAVE 
APPROVAL TO 
PUBLISH_A PAPER KLUGELHORN, 


BASED ON WHAT THE ART 
I'VE LEARNED DEALER. I'M 
FROM YOUR CRUST PA EXPECTING 


FORMATION | / нім. 
MECHANISMS. [> 


ОЕ COURSE, 
I CAN'T МАКЕ 
REFERENCE TO 
HOW I'VE LEARNED 


7 BOY, THEY 
APRENI, 
KI ING! LARS!> 


WHAT ARE 
you 
DOING 
HERE? 


UP AT THE 
LAWYER'S! 


HI, EVERYBODY. 
MARRIED! TO ME! WHAT'S UP? 
AND I'M HERE TO 
TAKE HER ВАСК 
OR СЕТ 

WELL, SENS DIVORCED ONCE 
YES. DION'T AND FOR ALL! 
I MENTION 1 S 

پو د iu‏ 


| LARRY, MAUREEN IS MARRIED “LARS”? HOW COULD 
TO THIS GUY! CAN YOU SHE MARRY A GUY 
BELIEVE IT? NAMED “LARS” 


- ` 
aa\ FROM, YOU / X 
MEAN. i 

= 


КУ МЕ SHOULD 
TALK. HAVE 
YOU нае 

BREAKFAST? 


LOOK 
FABULOUS! 


BOY, THAT'S FUNNY ( SO HE SAID. 
THAT YOU DIDN'T (2 APPARENTLY SHE 
KNOW. BUT YOU SAY Ра FORGOT ТО 
SHE STILL Z= እ ATTEND ТО THE 
MARRIED? 7 FORMALITIE S. 


Н-НЕСР МЕ 

CLEAN UP A BIT, 

I CAN WON'T YOU? I'M 
BELIEVE IT OF EXPECTING 
MAUREEN... SOMEONE. 
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I LIKE ІТ, BURNE. THINK ABOUT IT, р THANKS. REMEMBER, 

I'M JUST МОТ THEN. I'LL р ! IT'S NUDES AND SEMI- 

SURE I WANT TO LEAVE А ра.” NUDES I'M 

SPEND SO MUCH PHOTOGRAPH COLLECTING. 
JUST NOW. WITH You. 2 


THAT'S 
QUITE A 


WELL, I'VE NICE GUY. GOOD TO SEE HE'S PUT 
BANGED МУ ON WEIGHT. HE HAD A BOUT WITH 
HEAD PLENTY, CANCER A WHILE BACK... 


| REALLY? 


WELL, TAKE CARE. 


THESE 
TWO LUMPS 
ARE 


SHOWING» 


RON, I 
WANTED ТО 
ASK YOU... 
І 
HESITATE 
TO BRING 
THIS 
UP... 


BUT PON'T YOL 
THINK IT'S RATHER, 
WELL, REVELATORY 

TO SURROUND 
YOURSELF WITH 

BLATANTLY 
EROTIC ART? 
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NOW JUST WHAT 15 тнат 
SUPPOSED TO MEA 


WRITE KLUGEL- 


HORN A 
CHECK FOR IT. 


IT LOOKS а вт 


LIKE MAUREEN, 


DOESN'T IT? > 


٢" 


THE FEMALE 

FORM HAS 

FASCINATED 
ARTISTS 


FOR 
CENTURIES! 


IT'S INSPIRED 
SOME OF 
OUR MOST 

DEEPLY FELT 
ART! WHAT'S 
WRONG WITH 

THAT? 


т NOTICE 


EVERY 
COLLECTOR. 
SPECIALIZES! 
WHY 


CAN'T I? 


‘LARS OF MARS 


GOING To BE 
HANGING 
AROUND? 


ME BIOPSY 
ONE? I'LL 
USE THE 
SMALLEST 


NO, NO. HE'S АМ ONCOLO- 
GIST AT WALTER REED 


INGTON. HE CONSULTED 
ON REAGAN'S NOSE. 


፲/ላ4 NOT REALLY SURE. HE'S 

ON TWO WEEKS LEAVE FROM 

THE HOSPITAL, BUT THAT CAN 
BE EXTENDED. 


AY. SO ARE 
OU SEEING A 
LAWYER, OR WHAT? 


SO YOU'RE GOING ТО 
STAY MARRIED TO 
THIS GUY? 


THESE. THERE 
ARE DIFFERENT 


MIXES OF 
NUTRIENTS IN 
ACH. 


OH, NO! IT'S BEEN 
LIKE A SECOND 
HONEYMOON! 


OH, L DON'T KNOW...THIS 
ISN'T LIKE REAL LIFE. WE 
WERE BOTH ТОО 
INVOLVED IN OUR WORK 
TO HAVE MUCH OFA 
MARRIAGE 


THREE DAYS LATE I DREAD THIS, YOU SAID IT 


1 پ 
N А‏ 


LARRY. І FEEL 
TOTALLY SELF- 


Å 


| e 
JUST RELAX. IN FIV 
ፍዐ/ሥ MINUTES YOU'LL BE AT 
IN A. 


FORGET 

THAT 
TRASH! READ 
THE BIBLE! 


FAU 


DEI 


هت 


aa 
uc 


\ 
ius 


Y Па ም. “SUPPLY N] 
арт SIDERS ARE 


4:18 то во CONTROLLING 
ARRY: 


LL 


11. 


FOR THESE 
MAGA- 
ZINES... 


NEW YORKER 7 
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Being America's premi- 
nent (and only) cyborg, 
he has never had trouble 
standing out in а crowd. 
But it hasn't kept him 
from such attention- 
grabbing stunts as a try at 
swimming the Atlantic (it 
failed) and manhandling 
(moosehandling?) caustic 
comic Anonymoose оп 
the Tonight show after 
being the butt of some 
especially nasty jokes. 
Now Concrete has 
been seen in various 
Los Angeles locales 
sporting a large, white 
turban. Has the grav- 
el-voiced giant joined 
the thriving L.A. Sikh 
community? "I'm not 
sure I'd qualify," he 
says crustily, "they're 
all vegetarians, and 
they might not ap- 
prove of the rocks and 
sand I eat." So why 
the turban? 
you know about the Е 
огопе layer depletion? 
Soon everyone will be 
wearing hats to pre- 
vent skin сапсег." Well, 
maybe. Then again, per- 
haps the dimming popu- 
larity of Concrete toys 
and other tie-ins might be 
moving the stone-faced 
one to try igniting а new 
fad. Good luck. 
и 


Bounding across the 
landscape of America's 
subconscious, ignitine а 
unquenchable fig š 


tion agreem 
Group W 4 
cations, the 
production ar 
inghouse. 

hopes to pro 


“7 


"Don't [7 ў 


І CAN'T WEAR) / WHAT AM I 


GOING TO ወ 
MAUREEN መራ 


WELL, WE HAVE С 
REASON ТО BELIEVE. 
THESE AREN'T PERMA- 
NENT. NONE OF THE 
ALIENS IN THE SHIP НАР 
THEM, YOU SAY. 


THEY MAY 
FALL OFF, OR 
THEY MAY BE 


RE- 
ABSORBED. 


BUT WE SHOULDN' 
T BRE 
тот TRIER тті 
| 

ተ ዘ 15 5ОМЕ CI&CULA- 

IN ТНЕМ---ТНЕ NEWEST 

MATERIAL IS AT THE 
ENDS 


THIS COULD 
BE А TEMPORARY, 
BUT CRUCIAL, 
PHASE OF DEVELOP- 
MENT. 


LARS AND 
I HAVE BEEN 
DISCUSSING 

THIS. 


LARS 
KNOWS--> --- THAT YOU HAVE 
= AN ALIEN BODY? 
WELL, YES, 
NATURALLY. HE'S 
MY HUSBAND, 
AFTER ALL. 


І НОРЕ HE'S 


DISCREET. 


азе 


---EXCEPT 

WAIT AND SEE 
HOW FAR 
THIS GOES. 


52 


WRAP IT UP 

y/ URGENT 
RESS. 

44 ig ٢ в 


ም I'M SORRY. 


MY GOD, 
YOU WEREN'T 
KIDDING, HONEY! 
THEY'RE 
هس يب‎ 


WELL, I КМЕУУ 


HORNY DEVIL, 
BUT REALLY... 


ONE WEEK ГАТЕК 5 DON'T SAY WE DIDN'T --- BECAUSE 
"m8 : . УФЫ МАУ НЕКЕ 15... 


THE AGE OF SIXTY ТО 
LEAVE THE ROOM... 


тнамк YOU, 
MORONS. 


I'LL TURN 
IT OFF... 


WHAT'S 


WHAT WERE 
THEY GONNA 
USE THESE 
CYBORGS FOR-- 
HAREM 
GUARDS? 
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THE NEXT DAY.. 


OKAY. 

“DEAR 

CONCRETE: 
EACH YEAR 


SEND THE 
ADVANCES IN ELECTRONICS STANDARD 
WHICH HAVE MADE SHIP- 

WRECK RECOVERY SO 

FEASIBLE, YOUR CAPACITY 

TO BE SUBMERGED FOR SO 

LONG, ALONG WITH YOUR 

STRENGTH, WOULD MAKE 

YOU AN INVALUABLE 
MEMBER OF OUR TEAM. 
SINCERELY...“ 


Z ../AAND WHILE IT'S | 


“WE WOULD LOVE TO HAVE YOU JOIN US, 
LENDING YOUR REMARKABLE VISION 
AND NO LESS SINGULAR PERSONALITY 
TO THE ENTERPRISE. IF THIS INTERESTS 

YOU, PLEASE CALL...“ AND THERE'S 
THE NUMBER. 


OUR GROUP 

GATHERS IN THE 

МО-АУЕ РЕЗЕЕТ 

TO OBSERVE THE 

METEOR SHOWER 

ORIGINATING IN ORION 

AROUND OCTOBER 20th. 

OUR COUNT ADDS A SMALL 

BUT HELPFUL DATUM ТО 

ASTRONOMICAL RECORDS, 

AND USUALLY MEMBERS 

BRING WINE, SNACKS 

AND А CONVERSATIONAL 

REPERTOIRE THAT 

INSURE А FINE TIME 
FOR ALL.” 


SOUNDS PLEASANT. TELL 
“ЕМ I'VE GOT A CONFLICT- 
ING OBLIGATION, вит I 
HOPE THEY'LL THINK OF 


I'M TIRED 
ALREADY. 


YOU MAKE А LOOP 
THROUGH EUROPE, 
BACK THROUGH THE 
MIDEAST AND 
DOWN THE LENGTH 
OF AFRICA. j 


THEN YOU 
MAKE THE FIRST 
OF TWO OCEAN 
PASSAGES, THIS 
ONE FROM CAPE 

HORN TO 
ANTARCTICA. 


“SINCERELY 
THE 


SAN FERNANDO 
ASTRONOMICAL 
SOCIETY.” 


HM. YOU KNOW, I 
TRIED TO BUILD А 
REFLECTING TELE- 
SCOPE IN HIGH 
SCHOOL. I NEVER 
QUITE 
FINISHED IT- 


IT'S THAT TOME FROM 
THE GUY WHO'S 
PLANNED YOUR “WALK 
AROUND THE 
WORLD.” 


BASICALLY, THE 
ROUTE HE SUGGESTS 15 
CRISS-CROSSING 
AMERICA, CANADA, ОМ 
UP THE ICE CAP TO THE 

NORTH POLE. 


THEN YOU GO DOWN 
TO SIBERIA, CHINA, SOUTH- 
EAST ASIA, INDIA, THE 
MIDEAST, THEN VIA TURKEY 
TO EUROPE. Å 


SOUTH POLE 
NEXT, RIGHT? 


YOU GOT IT. THEN 
TO THE SHORE 
SOUTH OF THE CAPE 
OF GOOD HOPE, А 
SEA PASSAGE TO 
CHILE, AND ON UP 
THROUGH THE 

AMERICAS. 


SIMPLE 
AS THAT., 
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WELL, IT'S NOT V SEEING HOW 


SO ABSURD, 15 

ІТ? I'VE BEEN 

GIVEN THIS 

REMARKABLE 
BODY...I 

SHOULD LIVE 

A REMARKABLE 

LIFE! 


THE WHOLE 
WORLD LIVES, 
FIRSTHAND -- 
EXPERIENCING 
THE PHYSICAL 

CONNECTED- 

NESS OF ALL 

OF IT. 


ІШІ 


= 
= 


[IT'S SOMETHING NOBODY ELSE COULD DO... IN FACT, 


MAYBE I CAN'T, EITHER. BUT THIS IS WORTH 
THINKING ABOUT. THIS GUY EVIDENTLY LOVES 
RESEARCH, SO HAVE HIM FIGURE HOW 


LONG EACH LEG OF THIS MIGHT “” 


WE COULD 
PUBLISH А 
MAGAZINE! 


I'D PROBABLY 
NEED А SMALL 
STAFF TO DEAL 
WITH POLITICAL. 

IMPEDIMENTS. 


I TELL YOU, 

LARRY, LIFE... 
LIFE 15 SOMETHING 
ELSE! THE OPPOR- 


TUNITIES THAT IT 
SERVES UP! 


SENATOR 
DOUGLAS 
ONCE SAID то 
ME-- OH, 
DAMN! 
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LARRY! ОН, ` m MAUREEN CAN GET YOU 
TO A HOSPITAL... 
DAMN 1 


GOD, LARRY, 
м 


>. 
MAUREEN DION'T ANSWER. 
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BY ALL RIGHTS LARRY'S 
INTERNAL ORGANS 
SHOULD BE RUPTURED 
AND HIS RIB CAGE қ 
CAVED IN. 


MAYBE BECOMING 
IMBALANCED 15 
PART OF THIS 
PROCESS. MAYBE 
ІМ SURGING 
WITH HORMONES 
LIKE A BUCK IN 


NOT TO READ ፦ቭ 
TOO MUCH INTO 

А RESEMBLANCE 
TO A TER- 
RESTRIAL ANIMAL, 
THOUGH. 


REASONABLE AT 
THIS POINT. 


WHAT 
HAPPENED 
TO YOUR 


FINE. CRACKED 
RIBS HEAL QUICKLY. 
YOU DONT HAVE 
TO PUNISH 
YOURSELF. 


EASY. 
CARRYING A 
LOADED 
HANPGUN. 


LOST му 
TEMPER AGAIN. 
I'LL REBUILD IT. 

WE'LL NEED 


NEW 
CINDERBLOCKS. 


LARRY'S FEELING 
KNIVES WITH EACH 
BREATH 50 THAT 
I'D FOLLOW YOUR 
ADVICE. I OWE IT 
TO НІМ TO SEE 
THIS THROUGH. 


р) / ALL RIGHT, 
THEN. LET ME 
PUT THIS TO 

YOU: HOW 
ABOUT 
FASTING? 


PEOPLE GROW UN- 
NECESSARY BODY PARTS 
WHEN THEY'RE 
OVERNOURISHED-- FAT 
DEPOSITS-- AND MAY BE 
THESE WILL SIMILARLY 
BE REABSORBED IF 
YOUR BODY NEEDS THE 
NUTRIENTS THEY 
REPRESENT. 


MAYBE... 
MAYBE YOU 
SHOULD 
JUST 
BREAK 
THEM OFF. 


ARINGS WERE HELD TODAY IN 
-CALORIE FAT 


ITICS OF THE N 
DETAILED 


GES THAT IT CAUSED TUMORS AND 
OTHER HEALTH 
PROBLEMS 
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BUT YOU'VE 

BEEN FASTING 

FOR A WEEK 

NOW AND THE 

GROWTH HASN'T 

SLOWED AT 
ALL! 


I DON'T 
KNOW 
WHAT TO 
ро. 


I'VE BEEN SNEAKING LARRY, I'LL NEED 
FOOD ALL WEEK. YOU TO GET SOME 
CINDERBLOCK FRAG- THINGS BESIDES 
MENTS, MAGAZINES, \ THE CINDERBLOCKS 
ANYTHING YOU FOR MY CHAIR. 
WOULDN'T NOTICE- PIPE. WELDING رم‎ 
я GEAR 
— sau f ` 
sTOP ; 


GO васк то C-SPAN. МУ OLD BOSS 
IS SUPPOSED TO SPEAK SOON. 
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AND SO CONCRETE ENTERS 
THE ELECTRONIC РКЕАМ-- 
THE DIVINE HYPNOTIC 

DANCE OF IMAGES AND 
INFORMATION, AN 
UNTIRING STREAM OF 
STIMULUS THAT NEVER 
PAUSES TO ALLOW 
REFLECTION OR CRITICAL 
THOUGHT. 


CONCRETE RECALLS š 
NORMAN COUSINS’ š 
RECOVERY FRO > 315 3:30 т.м. 
HOPELESS" SYSTEMIC | 

MALADY, AIDED BY š 
THE VIEWING OF MARX 

BROTHERS FILMS.* 

HE RENTS 
COMEDY VIDEOS. 


THE GROWTH 
DOES NOT 
АВАТЕ. 


| LEVERAGE DO 
THEIR JOB. 


LARRY HANGS 
CURTAINS AROUND 
CONCRETE TO 
PREVENT DELIVERY 
PEOPLE FROM 
CATCHING A 
GLIMPSE OF THE 
PHENOMENON. 


I THINK 
WE SHOULD 
GIVE THIS А 
CHANCE TO WORK. 
IT MAY TAKE ል 
WHILE FOR THE 
CHEMICAL SIGNALS 
TO REVERSE THE 
PROCESS. 


"PLEASE 
AC HANG ON. 


THEN ONE NIGHT... 


Hi, LARRY. 
YOU'RE LOOKING 
WE 


YOU KNOW, I 
WAS JUST ABOUT 
TO HAVE DINNER. 

WHY DON'T 
YOU COME ALONG? 


-.NO! DON'T ISSUE 
ULTIMATUMS, LARS. 
YOU KNOW т CAN'T 
JUST WALK AWAY 
FROM -- WELL, 
THAT'S Your 
OPINION. 


I'D LIKE TO INTER- 
VIEW CONCRETE, 
OF COURSE. 


ім SORRY 
FOR COMING Ey 
UNANNOUNCED, | ЖЕ 
BUT YOUR PHONE | 
15 UNLISTED. IN 
FACT, THOUGH 
YOU'RE HARDLY 


RECENTLY, 
AND 
STEERING 
HURTS 


IN 
RI 


E THAT STUDY LINKED EVEN CASUAL 
KING TO BREAST CANCER, I'VE 
VEN IT UP ALTOGETHER. 

2- 


5 
2 
TO START, 
WE'LL HAVE 


TWO DOS 
EQUIS... 


JUST AS BAD... 
NUTRASWEET'S 
SUPPOSED ТО 

TURN TO 
FORMALDEHYDE 
IN YOUR SYSTEM. 
Р 


PHOSPHORUS 
IN COLA 
INTERFERES 


I'LL TAKE AN EXTRA 
TUMS TONIGHT. HOW DID 
YOU HURT YOUR RIBS? 


I GUESS 
YOU'D CALL 
IT A FIGHT. 
A BRIEF 
ONE. I'D 
RATHER 
NOT GO 
INTO ат. 


NPR HAS ME ON 
NUMEROUS STORIES 
AT ANY ONE TIME. I'M 
OUT TO TALK TO 
SOME MEDICAL 
RESEARCHERS 

AT UCLA. 


So YOU CAME 
ALL THE WAY 


ЕСТІ. 
Z 


INCIDENTALLY, 
YOUR PR. VONNEGUT 
IS RAISING EYEBROWS. 


WELL, NO ONE SEEMS TO 
HAVE HEARD OF HER--OR 
THE CYBORG PROGRAM 
THAT PRODUCED CONCRETE, 
FOR THAT MATTER-- 
UNTIL RECENTLY. 


BUT NOW SHE'S 
PUBLISHING PAPERS, 
ON SOME VERY OUTRE 

SUBJECTS LIKE 

INDUCED TISSUE ЕЕ- 

GENERATION AND 
'"NONORGANIC 

DIGESTION’... AS 
SHE CALLS IT. 
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HER RESULTS ARE REPRODUCIBLE, BUT 
NOBODY KNOWS WHERE SHE'S COMING 
FROM. HER WORK DOESN'T SEEM TO BE 
RELATED TO ANYTHING THAT'S GONE 
BEFORE. “MARTIAN BIOLOGY, “ 
ONE GUY CALLED IT. 


BY THE 
WAY, IS SHE 
ANY RELATION 
TO THE 
AUTHOR? 


WILL 

“ጋህ JUST 
WAIT 
UNTIL 

MORNING? 


M ET ኮአስ በበበ 
= =L КА መ FA. АЛАР 
VAAAAAH! YAAAAAAASL 

А), 7 f 


TEETH! 


YEAH... 
THAT'S WHY IT 
HURTS SO 


WHY NOT CALL LARS 
OVER, TOO? ALL MY 
FAVORITE PEOPLE. 
ANONYMOOSE! 
WE'LL HAVE А 
PARTY! 


I 
SHOULDN'T. 
I REALLY 

SHOULDN'T. 
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и ІІБ Р 


WELL, I/M 
SORRY, 
„MAUREEN. 


nes 


---ONLY TO COME 
UPON A SCENE 
THAT 15 
BAFFLINGLY 
INCOMPLETE. 


NANCY DREW STRIKES 
AGAIN. CHRIST, I 
THINK I SPRAINED MY 


ELL, 
22 


25 


КОЗ 


0 
ON 
QQUI 
ሣ 
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ТНЕКЕ 15 


Uf? DEFINITELY 
{ SOMETHING 


WEIRD HERE, 


‘THOUGH... 


EIGHT DAYS LATER. IT WOULDN'T DO 


DO YOU THINK YOUR 
PHONE CALL TO 
WNY e IHE 


A NONESSENTIAL 
BODY FUNCTION-- 


stø жо 


I PICK HIM UP 


I'LL TRY 


IF YOU WANT 
о 


то, 
САМ FEED YOU 
AGAIN. I'M 
READY TO 
БЕТ ен ЕАТ 


YOU KNOW, ком 
WAS MORE LIKE 
A SON TO 
ME THAN AN 
EMPLOYEE... 
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AND YOU THOUGHT ٠ му GOD, ком..- 
WASHINGTON WAS Ж” 
WEIRD, ЕНГ YEAH, 
( I'VE SEEN THE 
e 3 PICTURES 
F 1 EE ITA 
٢ MYSE 


I DON'T HAVE A WHOLE LOT OF ENERGY THEN COME BACK Wj 
TO ANSWER THE OBVIOUS QUESTIONS, r HERE AND GIVE ME 
AND THEY'RE BETTER PUT ТО ALL THE LATEST А 
MAUREEN ANYWAY. D.C. GOSSIP. 


ALL THAT OUT OF 


RET 
kod E 


JUST 
LISTEN TO 
ME! GIVING 
YOU ORDERS! 
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CHEMOTHERAPY IF WE COULD 
FIND SOMETHING TOXIC TO HIM! 
IT'S SO FRUSTRATING! 
INTO THAT SYSTEM, 


DO YOU? NO, THAT ۷0 NN S Ñ. 
JUST SPEEDS Ура SNS S MAUREEN. 
1 


WHEN YOU HAVE SS М ACTUALLY, I'D ТЕУ А SOFT OF 


YOU SHOULD 


IT'S MY PROBLEM, THOUGH. WHO ELSE 12 
EQUIPPED TO REGULATE RON'S LIFE PRO- 
CESSES? I'VE STUDIED HIA AEE THIS 


AT THE V ^ HE'S FINE. BUT HE'S 
WAREHOUSE... Мт WORKING, AND CAN'T 
< Е ВЕ DISTURBED. 


WAS IN THE 
ከር መ 
THOUGHT I'D 
SENATO 
DOUGLAS WILL 
BE COMING 
BACK SOON! 


I DON'T UNDERSTAND | | АТ LARRY'S APARTMENT... 
Ie EAS NOT 


ICKING UP. SO wHERE'S FIRST I 
መ”: THE СЫР FILE 


- и ОЕ СОМСЕЕТЕ 5 
N АА WRITINGS 


You 
MENTIONED? 


DRINK? 15 NEAR-WINE. 


YOU TOLD ME ABOUT HOLD 1. YOU'RE A DEAR, LARRY, AND I 
YOUR NOVEL...THE WOULDN'T TOTALLY RULE OUT SEDUCTION IN 
DEPRESSED Guy THE FUTURE. BUT THE ONLY REASON YOL:D 

AND HIS ATTEMPT IT WITH CRACKED RIBS WHICH 
REFRIGERATOR. MAKE ІТ PAINFUL ТО STEER IS ТО DIVERT ME 
FROM CONCRETE AT THE WAREHOUSE. 
NO, THIS 15 
DIFFERENT. IT'S = 
ABOUT А MAN AND, 
A WOMAN. ረ 


YOU'D BE WORTH STILL, I'M COMING? 
THE PAIN! GOING TO THAT 
WAREHOUSE. 


ІТ WAS SO STRANGE...IT RANG PERHAPS 


AND THEN I COULDN'T GET IT, AS IF 
LARRY HAD UNPLUGGED THE PHONE. 


OKAY. YOU'RE HERE. 
I HAVEN'T 

А PHYSICALLY TRIED 

>. ТО STOP YOU. 


- IM YOU'RE ALL 

SOME PROBLEMS COMING AND, LOCK 
REALLY ARE WELL, SMOOTH] AND г: 

PRETTY SIMPLE. THE WATERS. HERE, 


RON, I'M REALLY SORRY. TAWNY*'S WII PSSSP PSSP PSSP 

OUT THERE. BUT ONCE SHE SEES i PSSP PSSSP 

SURELY WE CAN TALK HER OUT-- ¿ ማመ POSE 
WHAT THE 1 


ys 
5 50 
H ABOUT 
Yo 


I REALLY AM QUITE BUSY Now, You WANT AN 
SONAL VIEW. DESPITE 
DIFFICULTIES WITH 
AMILY AT 


እ ALWAYS ADMIRED 
PERSISTENCE. 
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S "d 
AE y ) 


MAUREEN! 
PUBERTY--PL 
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“5 CALLED CONCRETE, AND THE WORLD 
KNOWS HIM AS THE UNITED STATES' ONLY 
EXISTING CYBORG. ACTUALLY, ALIENS PUT 
RONALD LITHGOW'S BRAIN INTO THE BRUTISH 
BODY BEFORE BLAZING OFF INTO THE. NIGHT 
SKY. IT IS АМ EPISODE HE WOULD DISMISS 
AS А DREAM IF NOT FOR ገዝፎ DOORKNOBS 
THAT BREAK OFF IN HIS HAND» THE TRUCK- 
BEDS THAT SETTLE LOW UNDER HIS WEIGHT. 


E HAS CHOSEN TO 
EARN HIS LIVING 
AS A TRAVEL WRITER. 
зо, WITH HIS 
COMPANIONS 22. 


2 
= STO 3 
37 owes Ат ኛ 
Å PAUL CHADWICK سلا‎ 
INKING: 


LETTERING: Ш/. 
| 8/22 SPICER 


EDITOR: 
RANDY STRADLEY | 
1 2 


Тру" 
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IT 12 A СПУ OF THOUSANDS OF FANTASTI- 

CALLY CARVED SHRINES, OF FLUTE-SELLE 

AND FRUIT MERCHANTS, TRICYCLE TAXIS 
AND FLAPPING FLOCKS OF CROWS. 


WE'LL GET HIS P.O.V. 
OF THE COW, THEN WE 
CAN DISSOLVE TO 
THAT COW'S-HEAD 
FOUNTAIN AS A 
LEAD-IN TO THE 
MONTAGE. 


AND COWS, WITH THIPKAS 
DAUBED ON THEIR FOREHEADS, 
LOUNGING IN THE PUST. 


li 


RS 


YVELL, I'LL BE HAPPY AS LONG 
AS THE NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC 
PEOPLE LIKE IT. 


HOW САМ YOU BE SHOCKED? 


I THOUGHT I'D МЕТ EVERY 
PERSON IN KATAANDU 
THESE PAST TWO WEEKS. 


LIN 
62%! 


-- ОЕ SELL m 
ELSEWHERE. 
DON'T WORRY. 
YOUR MEAGER 
INVESTMENT 
15 SAFE. 


"P. 


NOT TO IMPLY 
THAT I MIND 
THAT YOU'RE TOO 
CHEAP TO PAY 
` FOR ANY 
| ROFESSIONAL, 
CREW... 


1 


BRIEF 
CONTACT WITH 
A SLIGHTLY 
HORRIFIED, BUT 
ULTIMATELY 
UNKNOWABLE 
PERSON... 


Е Car 


اب 
S4‏ 


ANY MORE, 
KENT? 
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IT IS А DEVICE FOR ENTERTAINMENT, FRAMED BY ል PAINT-AND- COLLAGE А 
APPARENTLY UNIQUE. A PORTABLE RADIO A SCROLL UNROLLS, DECORATED WIT 
GIVES А TINNY, IRRELEVANT SOUNDTRACK PHOTOS OF INDIAN MOVIE STARS, ADVER- 
THE SHOW INSID TISEMENTS AND OTHE 
CLIPPERS OUT IMAGES. 


ШЕ 
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y DARKNESS FALLS SWIFTLY, АМР AS 
ЫМ PEOPLE RUSH HOME, CONCRETE'S 
RELATIVE FAMILIARITY CAND PERHAPS 
= A SENSE OF URGENCY HE PROJECTS» 
PREVENTS HIM FROM BEING 
INTERRUPTED. 


М‏ سا 

BECOMES 

STRANGER 
YET AS 

| _NIGHT 

COMES ON. 


A BLIND SINGER ACCOMPANIES HIMSELF ON 
DRUMS WITH A PECULIARLY REGGAE-LIKE 

STREET LIGHTS ARE SCARCE, AND SOUND. A WOMAN--HIS WIFE >-- SQUEEZES 

KNEE-LEVEL, THE MOVING HE AES Сомскете. EA DE ЕЕ 
= VEL і ሯ፦ . 

LIGHTS OF CARS AND SCOOTERS. Ё о НЕ SEEMS TO HAVE 

MULTIPLE SHADOWS OOZE OVER S THERE AN EYE CON- 

EVERY SURFACE. à DITION LIKE THAT? 


THE SIDEWALK, 
RIPPLED LIKE 
CREEK SAND, 
15 THROWN 
INTO RELIEF. 


мАг EVENTUALLY, 
STARTLINGLY, CON- CONCRETE 


CRETE PASSES TWO ARRIVES AT 
KIDS SLEEPING ON 
RAGS, NO PARENTS 
IN SIGHT. ASIA'S 
POVERTY SEEMS 
BOUNDLESS. WHAT መ= መመመ 
ARE HIS OBLIGATIONS لاب يع‎ 
HERE? SOMETHING 
WHISPERS: “YOU 


ч ጊነ 
WILL LOOK FOOLISH.” [ТЇ 
ПТ 


12 THIS... 
15 THIS 


EAFNING.-- 
HE WALKS ON, IN SOUR Б 
IRRE SOLUTION. 


SO WHAT DID EVERYONE 
YOU DO TODAY, SEEMS TO KNOW 


MAUREEN? MY WORK ON 
u INDUCED 
REGENERATION. 
UNIVERSITY. 


) 


ከ 


[ 


“TS 


| 
| 
| 
| 


I LOVE INTELLIGENCE 
IN ይ 


ANYWAY, I LEARNED THAT АМ OLD CLASSMATE OF 
--DID FIELDWORK STUDY- 


WE'LL BE TREKKING 
THROUGH. SPENT 
A YEAR THERE! 


=F EAKING 
MONKEYS... 


---WE GOT JUST A HELL OF A SHOT 
UP АТ THAT STUPA...OR GOMPA..-. 
WHATEVER IT IS UP ON THE HILL. 
SWAYAMBHUNATH. 


и 
Pin E W 
) | ዘ 


ብች 


i 
| 


å “LAR GOT А БІТ TUCKERED ОМ THE WAY "ANYWAY, WE DID А TIME-LAPSE THING WITH 
ИР. ООММА HAVETA TOUGHEN ИР, PAL... - 
THE TREK'LL HAVE MORE LIP 'N' DOWN 
THAN THE DOW JONES!” à; ,; ` < < 


IGNORING ልክ 
АТТАСЕ ОҒ 
АМРНЕТІЛІМЕ- 
CRAZED 
LANGURS!" 


I SHOULD MENTION 
I CARRIED A 


SIBLE, THEN GRABS ለላ” HEAD AND 
T STICKS ል NEEPLE- POINTEP | 
7 TOOL IN MY EAR!” 


LT 
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“SO НЕ STARTS BARGAINING WITH МЕ TO I SHOULD OFFER TO 
CLEAN МУ EARS! WITH THIS WEAPON СЕМТІ- изт THA PAY HIM IF HE CAN 
METERS FROM MY BRAIN TISSUE! IN SUCHA EINO MY EARS. 
WEIRDLY VULNERABLE POSITION, I WAS 5 SO DIF 

CLOSE TO AGREEING.“ 


52 ሬታ 
== YOU CAN'T 
HAVE SKEPTICISM 
ес- وھ“‎ WITHOUT А 
Å STANDARD. 


WWW 
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THERE'S THE SEA OF 
H 5 TRANQUILITY... SABINE 
5% AND RITTER, THE TWIN 
— CRATERS... АМО 
MASKELYNE. THAT'S 


©, 
am 
= 


GEORG! VARNA. 
WE'RE 


HEADING UP 
THERE OUR- 
SELVES. GOING 
ALL THE WAY 
TO EVEREST 
BASE CAMP? 


QUITE 
OF YOU. 


TAKE A PEEK, 
PROBABLY. 


BUILD THE 
BRIDGE, ОҒ 
COURSE 


NOT THINKING 

OF HAVING A GO 

AT EVEREST 
YOURSELF. 


ІМ SURE 
YOU KNOW, 
THAT'D BE 
HIGHLY 
ILLEGAL- 
IT'S 


I UNDERSTAND AN 
EXPEDITION WILL BE 
ON THE MOUNTAIN 


MR. CONCRETE! 
I UNDERSTAND 
YOU'RE 
TREKKING IN 

THE SOLU 
KHUMBU AREA! 


AH, YES. АТ 
LHABARMA. 


PHILANTHROPIC 


47 ACTUALLY, 
WE SORT OF 
HAD TO DO іт, 
TO GET PER- 

MISSION. 
THEY EXPECT 
ME TO BE KIND 
OF ROUGH ON 

THE TRAILS. 


YOU HAVE WHAT THEY 
CALL A PERFECT MIP- 
ATLANTIC ACCENT, 
MR. VARNA. WHERE 
ARE YOU FROM? 


IRAQ, MOST 
RECENTLY. I'M 
A_GEOLOGIST, 
WORKING IN 
OIL. BUT I 
GREW UP IN 
BULGARIA. 


NEPAL 
REMINDS ME 
OF 1ፐ=- 
THOUGH THE 
BALKANS 
AREN'T QUITE 
SO GIGANTIC 
AS THE 
HIMALAYAS. 


GEE, I'M RANSACKING Vag NO, NO. I DON'T 
МУ MEMORY, AND ALL OW ANY OF. 
POLITICS 
AKES МУ 


HEAD АСНЕ- 


I ENJOY IT, 


ED TO WORK FOR A GUY WHO 
OOD POLITICIAN-- NOT А 
AINT. вит А GOOD POLITICIAN. 
THE WAY YOU CAN BE A 
GOOD CARPENTER--. OR 
GEOLOGIST. 


= | S 


THANKS FOR 
KILLING THE 
SPIDER. Å 


FOOT TRAILS ARE THE MAIN ROUTES 
OF TRANSPORTATION IN THE 
COUNTRY. CONSEQUENTLY, THE 
BRIDGE CONCRETE 15 TO HELP BUILD 
WILL MEAN А LOT, SAVING PORTERS 


| AND TRAVELERS EXHAUSTING MILES 


> 

IT'S THE INCREDIBLE 

ISOLATION THAT HAS 
PRESERVED THE 

WAY OF LIFE IN THESE LÅ 

VALLEY VILLAGES- [| 


I HOPE WE'RE NOT š 
TURNING SHANGRI-LA 
INTO DOWNTOWN 
LOS ANGELES. 


p 


INSIDE, PORTERS АМР MINOR GOVERNMENT 

OFFICIALS CONNECTED WITH THE ENTERPRISE 

SIT ACCORDING ТО UNSPOKEN RULES OF CASTE 

ANP STATUS. SOMEONE PLAYS A WORN TAPE 

OF A BLONDIE ALBUM, THEN SOME INDIAN 
POPULAR MUSIC. 


OF ASCENDING AND DESCENDING 


WELL, IT'LL STILL BE 
LIMITED TO FOOT 


THESE MOUNTAINS. IT 
SHOULD STAY THAT 
WAY FOR DECADES. 


WONDER WHAT 
THEY'RE SAYING 
ABOUT ME DURING 
THESE BATHROOM 
STOPS. PROBABLY 
THE OBVIOUS 
JOKES. 


IT ALTERNATES SUNG 
LYRICS WITH SECTION 
OF STYLIZED LAUGHING, 
ACCOMPANIED BY 
INSTRUMENTS. 


THE TREK BEGINS. OFFICIALS 
RUSH AHEAD ТО SHOW PHOTOS 
OF CONCRETE SO VILLAGERS 
WILL NOT BE SHOCKED. STILL, 


THE PORTERS ARE WIRY 

TIRELESS LITTLE MEN 

WITH CALVES CRAWLING 
WITH VEINS, AN UN- 


---STOPS FAR 
LESS FRE- 
QUENT THAN 


LAR.--WE 
GOTTA SET 
UPA SHOT 


THEY LINE UP WIDE-EYED WHEN 


BEFORE 
CONCRETE PASSES THROUGH. 


BELIEVABLE EXTREME CONCRETE 


THOSE OF THE 
OF THE HUMAN FORM. 


WESTERNERS. 


2252 


TO А MAN, THEY 
PUFF ACRID 
NEPALESE 
CIGARETTES AT 
EVERY REST 


NO, PERSISTENCE 
IS THE SOURCE ОҒ <; 
THE BEST ОҒ УУНАТ ) 
WE DO, ОЕ REAL 
CHANGE. EVEN, 
SIMPLE-MINDED 
PERSISTENCE. 


THE ALTITUDE CHANGE 
IS INCREDIBLE... 
LIFTING FROM SEMI- 
TROPICAL ZONES, 
SWEATY AND BUGGY... 


MUCH OF 
THE TRAIL 
15 ACTUALLY 

STONE 


STEADY EFFORT. 
THIS IS 
¢ FAMILIAR. MOST 
HUMAN Ассом- 
PLISHMENT IS 
LIKE THIS...NOT 
THE RESULT OF 
DECISIVE 
ACTIONS, OR 
MOMENTS OF 


---TO ALPINE SLOPES, 
COOL AND ልፎ|ጮ 
MING, 
WHAT'S WITH 


THE TREES 
HERE? 


NEPAL 15 RAPIDLY BE- 
COMING DEFORESTED. 
VILLAGERS USE 

WOOD FOR HEAT, 
BUILDING AND соок- 
ING- THEY NEED 
MORE AND MORE AS 

THE POPULATION 

GROWS, AND AS THEY 
HOST MORE 
TREKKERS. 


IT'S ILLEGALT SECRETLY, 

TO CUT VILLAGERS 

POWN LIVE CUT RINGS 
IN THE 


FORESTS ARE 
CLEARED, SOIL 
WASHES AWAY. 
ANIMALS PIE. 

IT IS A SLOW 

DISASTER. 


WE AREN'T FAR. ЕВОМ 
WHERE I WAS BORN. 


“> 


A 


Nus wo ١ 
SAL ٨۸ M 


ҚҰ 


“THEY SAY A | 
7 FORT ሰ ya ase 


te^) 


ME? С) 


BENGAL-- NEPALESE 
TOPSOIL WASHED 


IT'S LIKE MY HEAD COOLING DOWN..-- 
DEALING NOT WITH О ተመረ 
SYMBOL-PLAY, ALLUSIONS АМ 


CONTEXT. INSTEAD, ALL THATS | HERE, 


15 HARD, DIRECT, IMMEDIATE 
REALITY. 


<= 


EFL 


መ ጋ 
MUSCULAR Ж МУЛ “se = 
Епвект MEASURED 
D 
WH 


THEY'RE 
СКЕЕРУ AND 

THEY'RE 

коо»... 


те A 
AND 


SPOOKY... 


ТНЕУ”ЕЕ 
ALTOGETHER 
OOKEY... 


s / THEIR HOUSE IS А 
MUSEUM... WHEN 


THEIR PARTY ТОО 
LARGE РОК THE TINY 
TREKKING “HOTELS,” 
THE GROUP MOSTLY 


HE SEES MAUREEN EMERGE 
FROM HER TENT, AND THINKS 
AGAIN OF THE PRACTICALITY 
OF TREKKING INA 
SKIRT. DESPITE THE WILPNESS 
OF THE LAND, PRIVACY HAS 
BEEN SCARCE. А SKIRT 
PROVIDES A DEGREE OF 
MODESTY WHEN NATURE 
| cALLS- 
AT ONE STOPOVER, СОМ- Е 
CRETE RETIRES ТО АМ - IN THE COOL, CLEAR NIGHT, 
OVERLOOKING PERCH ТО THERE IS A TOTAL 
STUDY HIS NEPALI BY \ | | ABSENCE OF ELECTRICAL 
MOONLIGHT. THE VICTORIAN | | | OR ENGINE- PRODUCED 
EXPLORER, RICHARD 7 SOUNDPS. 
BURTON, REPORTEDLY \ ! 
WOULD LEARN А NEW 
LANGUAGE IN TWO WEEKS [|N 
ВУ MEMORIZING TWENTY 
WORDS EACH DAY. 


сор, вит 
SHE'S 
BEAUTIFLL. 


TIME PASSES. THE {т DON'T KNOW 

M ТӨ Loes CSS BS سپ‎ а 
о өсе 

„ВЕСИ TO COSE ips CLEFT ІМ THE ROCK, 


LIT WITHIN BY A LIGHT OF 
STARS, THE WIND AND | г SHIFTING INTENSITY, 
THE MOUNTAINS = Eron 
SEEM TO MATTER 


A STRANGE DREAD 
ON 
TOTIcES AT CONCRETE AS HE 
DIM GLOW. APPROACHES. 


SOMETHING is WRONG. 

Е IS ABOUT To ЗЕ IL 

SOMETHING NOT MEANT ВЕНЕ 
TO BE SEEN. IT IS А 


MISTAKE. > xm 
CLEAR. HERE IS THE TRUE NATURE 
OF LIFE--AN INTRICATE CLOCK- | "2 ١ HOW COULD HE HAVE 
WORK, А FABRICATION OF سي‎ BEEN SO STUPID? 
SHALLOWLY CONCEIVED CHARAC- EVERYTHING, EVERY: 
TERS, TAKEN AS REAL ONLY — е ٢ ONE-- ALL SOULL Б 5 
BECAUSE НЕ HAS SUCH A NEED TO == mU а RANGEL 
BELIEVE HE 15 IMPORTANT IN THE ው መወ ልት 
THEIR OWN 
CLEVERNESS. 


SOMEHOW, ALL IS INSTANTLY 


DESOLATION 
OVERCOMES 
HIM, A 
BOTTOMLESS 
SAPNESS... 
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ТНЕУ ЕУЕМ 
GET а 

GLIMPSE OF 
A TROUPE 


HITCHING А 
RIDE ON THE 
BOOT, THEY 
MOVE LIP 
UNDER THE 
SOCK ТО 
PAINLESSLY 


NOW GO OVER 


We 


М 
WK 
BAS 


| SENSING THE VIBRATIONS 
OF APPROACHING FOOT- 
STEPS, THEY MOVE LIKE 
HASTY INCHWORMS TO 
WHERE THE VICTIM 
WILL STEP. 


DETERS THEM, AND SOME 
RUB CIGARETTES ON 
THEIR WET LEGS. 


THANKFULLY, THEY 


A VERY ENTERTAIN- 
G PERSONALITY. 


o c TO EAC 
SUCCEEDING VILLAGE TO TEMPER 
His. FEARSOME ПРЕ RANGE» 


T SEEMS TO WO 
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HIS 12, 1 
THINK, ONE OF 
THE FEW TIMES 

WHEN ፲ АМ 
GRATEFUL T HAVE 


WITH А BIT MORE TROUBLE, 
CONCRETE'S LOAD IS ALSO 
PULLED 


DHOLDS FOR 


H A 
DELICATE, CAREFUL CLIMB 
UPWARD. IT 15 NOT OFTEN 
THAT LIFE SERVES UP 
SUCH PURE, POTENT 
TERROR. 


DAMN, BU 


KISSING HER? 


/ጣ 


AN OFF-TRAIL TRIP TO ል -HEAvY STEEL CABLE, IT MEANS THEY 
2 OE | ለመን 
OBJECT FOR THEIR HELICOPTER. š EAR TE ES. 
ENTERPRISE. - 


ТНЕУ CONTINUE 
THROUGH A NEARLY 
LOADS ARE VERTICAL LAND 
SHIFTED, AND 
PORTERS 


И 


OFFERING NO 
PLACE A СОРТЕЮ 
TAKE š COULD HAVE SET 
CONCRETE'S DOWN 
PREVIOUS 
BURDENS. 


---UNTIL REACHING THEIR GOAL. 


--- НЕ"? PACKED THE 
TUBING OF HIS 

FRAME PACK-- JUST 

LIKE YOURS-- CHOCK 
FULL OF COCAINE! 
WELL, I WANTED 
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AFTER А REST AND SOME FORMAL GREET- 
INGS CACCOMPANIED BY TEA HEAVILY LACED 
WITH BUTTER, AFTER THE LOCAL FASHIOND, 
CONCRETE 15 BRIEFED BY THE SITE ENGINEER. 


NOW, THEY'RE GOING 
TO BE DRIVING THEIR 
MAS" EY ene ss 3 : 
т“, ES т 
WE HAVE په‎ AORE HIS TASK 1S ገጋ BRING 
ABOUT... THAT AND Д FROM А RIVER FLOW- 
THE WIND LOAD. ING TOO QUICKLY FOR 
MEN TO ENTER, SO 
THAT ANCHORING 
STRUCTURES FOR THE | 
BRIDGE MAY BE BUILT. 


REMEMBER: 
WE_FINALLY 
CAUGHT 


FURTHER, 
FURTHER.-- 


CAN YOU TAKE 

A BREAK? I'D 

LIKE YOU TO MEET 
МУ DAUGHTER. 


1 ARINA. LARRY, POESN'T уои ARE 
чы ሚሜ SHE LOOK JUST RELATED 
zz: eee И 
7 
m PLAY CMAIRE O PERHAPS? 
MY GOD, YOU 
LOOK JUST 
LIKE А PAINTING 
OF MINE: 


MOVE UP! 
MOVE UPL 


COULD WE... 
UH..- HAVE THE 
CAMERA OFF? 
IT МАКЕЗ ME 

NERVOUS. 


OU UE Е HOT SPRINGS RELEASE MP 
COMPLETE, THE SCALDING WATER INTO ў 
CEMENT CURING. THERE THE RIVER'S ICY MAIN ሪዎ 
IS TIME ТО RELAX. LO 


| 1 


٧ 


А NOVELIST, 
REA wes WHAT 


i AVE YOU 
) ! WRITTEN? 
[ 
1 


% 


И 


EVENTUALLY IT 
COMES TIME 

TO UNCOIL THE 
CABLE FOR 

STRINGING. 


CRETE CAREFULLY 

HAULS AND 

ATTACHES THE 
CABLES. 
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THE PULL OF THE CABLE 


ERU Fang 

N 15 MORE 

= ። CLIFFSIDE CRUMBLES 
HAN THE CLIFFS IT TUMBLES DOWN 


EDGE CAN BEAR. 


A 


2 
72 
И 
И 

Ха 


3 ARE 
y/ THERE ANY ( 
DIGGING BARS? 


МОТ AT ALL! 
BODY'S TOUGH 

ENOUGH TO TAKE 

THE FALL, AND HE 


WAIT. HERE'S 
А ЕОРЕ. LET 
МЕ BELAY 
you. 


RR" 


SAS 


М 
ГЕНЕ 


" 


uS 
ም NS SSC 


d å £ / Ж / 
/ BUT AS HE REACHES \ 
š СОМСЕЕТЕ, НЕ SLIPS, 
v SLAMMING DOWN ON 
AS MAUREEN HIS КНЕЕ. | N 


AND THE 
VARNAS PLAY == Е 
OUT THE LINE, MAD | UA ኢኪ 
> TRIES y ve i THE ROPE SAVES HIM 
TO HOP FROM à AND THE MEN NOD ТО N 
то ROCK, 7 1 HOPELESSNESS OE А 
AVOIDING THE RESCUE CONFIRMED. 


FAST- FLOWING 
WATER. 


THE OTHERS 
LOOK ом, 
DUBIOUS- 


TO GET OUT 
| THERE: 


sas 1 Lo 


SS 
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WITH DOUBT WASHED AWAY 
BY THIS SPRAY, ALL ARE 


X 


wig 
имв “77 

FINGERS. THE STRUCTURE ANCHORS THEM Å 

SUFFICIENTLY THAT THEY CAN, WORKING ° 


LIFT AND SHIFT THE STONES 
MS 


TOGETHER, 


WITH HIS UPPER BODY 
FREED, HE MAKES 
SHORT WORK OF THE 
REMAINING ROCKFALL. 
SOON, THE COLD, 
Ч DRIPPING, HAPPY PARTY 
P THEM. 1S WALKING TOGETHER 
Z| THE UNSPOKEN COOPERATION 2 UP THE HILL. 
15 SOMEHOW TOUCHING. 


Ls 


CONCRETE RISES UP 
GAINST 
THE RIVER'S FLOW. 
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j ALL THOUGHT OF WORK IS 
JG SET ASIDE AS А CELEBRA- 
WHO HAS WORPS AT SUCH TIMES? INSTEAD, CONCRETE ሪ N E 
PERFORMS А GRACEFUL GES TURE, SOMETHING RAR 
IN HIS MOSTLY AWKWARD EXISTENCE. HE SWEEPS 
MAUREEN AND LARRY IN AN EMBRACE OF AFFECTION, 
GRATITUDE АМР еге АМ Б MONTH TREAT HERES, ANP 
FE'S GOOD THINGS. 1 | ARE ANSWERED WITH 
FLOWING KAKSH/, THE 
LOCAL, POWERFUL 
DISTILLATE. 


SINGING 
15 HEARD, 
AND EVEN № 
FIREFLIES 
SEE 


IT WAS MY ONLY THOUGHT AT 
THE TIME. A CAMERA 15 А 
FUNNY THING. IT TAKES YOU 
AWAY--. TO ል GOD-LIKE d 
: PERSPECTIVE. 


ACCEPTED : I'M HAPPY WE HAVE ONE 
AND Pr NAMITE MOVIE SHAPING 
FORGIVEN RE. AND I THINK 
š = CAN. PROMISE THE BEST 
15 YET TO COME. 


E 2 መመሪ 
т SHOULDN'T GO INTO 


IT NOW. JUST TRUST ME. 


WHAT CAN 


EVENTUALLY, AFTER SOME RE-ENGINEERING I SAY? 
AND EXTREMELY CAREFUL CONSTRUCTION, IT WORKS! 
А HAPPIER RESULT 15 REACHED. 


THE MAIN BODY OF 
THE EXPEDITION 
HEAPS BACK. BUT 
| CONCRETE AND HIS 
| РАЕТУ ARE TO GO 
ON TO THE AREA 
WHERE MOST 
EVEREST EXPEDI- 
TIONS PUT THEIR 


OKAY! THAT'S 
A CUT! МЕ 
GOT IT! 


THINK YOUR GOVERNMENT 
WILL BE PLEASED WITH 
МЕ, MING? 


CONCRETE GROWS QUIET, 
THOUGH THOSE WHO KNOW 
HIM_WELL CAN TELL HE 
ROILS WITH SECRET 
THOUGHTS. 


THAT'S IT. 
AT'S 


THAT NUPTSE 
EVEREST, THE 
FURTHER PEAK, 

THER 


EVEREST 


THEY'VE BEEN АТІТ 
ABOUT A WEEK, І; 


M TOLD-- 777 
SETTING UP THEIR SUCCESSIVE )-ሪ 
CAMPS ON THE MOUNTAIN. = 


፲ САМ N “NEED” IS 
BELIEVE IT! 


CONTROVERSY 
AMONG MOUNTAINEERS.- 
EVEN THOUGH HE WAS 
PART OF A HUGE 
EXPEDITION WHEN HE 


LIGHT EXPEDI- 
TIONS. 


UH, KENT--- I'D 
Е BEEN LIKE TO DO A РАУУМ 
OCcAS = BACK SHOT TOMORROW, 
GUYS TRIED TO ON IT. MORROW. THE TREK Е 
SOLO IT. ВАСК WILL БЕ 
ONE DIED, THE PRETTY АМТІ- 
OTHERS CLIMACTIC. 
TURNED АН, WELL. 
BACK.* r 


WITH TH 
MOUNTAIN IN 


GA 
Oo 


f 


ሙያ 


ОН, МО. 1 KNOW I ам GOING TO CLIMB 
WHAT'S COMING. MOUNT EVEREST, 
ОН, NO- ALONE. 


JUST 
START THE 
CAMERA. 


I'LL HAVE NO CAMPS 
TO SET UP, AND ፲ 
CAN CLIMB BY 
STARLIGHT, THANKS 
TO MY NIGHT VISION. 
I DO МОТ FATIGUE 
QUICKLY, AND т 
EXPECT NO PROB- 
LEMS WITH ALTITUDE 
SICKNESS. ALSO, І 
SEEM ТО ВЕ РЕО- 
ТЕСТЕР FROM COLD, 
SO FROSTBITE 15 NO 
THREAT. 


OKAY. 
ROLLING. 


WHICH HAS 
БОЕК во 
FAR, CONTAINS ) ІТ ALSO 


STILL, 


HELD EXTRA 
CLIMBING > FOOD, WHICH 
EQUIPMENT I HAVE LEFT 


WITH LARRY 
ME ARE EM FOR THE REST 


FOP THIS OF THE РАЕТУ 


TO EAT 
САМЕКА. с WHILE I/M 


I NEED NOT GO 
INTO THE DANGERS 
OF AVALANCHE AND 
FALLING FOR A 
IZOO-POUND MAN. 


I EXPECT TO BE 
GONE NO MORE 


= 
CAND... ACTION. THAN FOUR PAYS. 


IF I DO MEET MISFORTUNE, 
NO RESCUE SHOULD BE 
ATTEMPTED... THERE'S NO 
WAY ТО GET МЕ DOWN 
THE MOUNTAIN. 


I'LL FILM MY PROGRESS 
WITH THIS CAMERA. WITH 
THIS WALKIE-TALKIE 
I'LL COMMUNICATE WITH 
LARRY, WHO WILL RECORD 
MY TRANSMISSIONS 
FOR LATER SYNCHRONI- 
ZATION WITH THE FILM. 


IBERATING, TOO...A FANTASTIC 
UNNING JUMP INTO TOTAL 
МР THERE 15 THE PROMISE 


GIVE THE OTHER Й 
И 
EXPEDITION А TE ANUS. 
WIDE BERTH. | 

4 HERE. THE 
WE HAVE VERY 

CHILD IN 

DIFFERENT ተለመ ገፎ 
ANSLES ОР TERRIFIED, 


ATTACK. BREAKING 
2 à THE RULES 


TERRIBLY 
GUILT” 


I SUPPOSE... 
BUT IVE ደ 
LEARNED THAT ٢ 
TOO MUCH | 
MATURITY CAN | 
HOLD You TO LAUGH AT 
БАСЕ WITH 


THE 
THE TERRORS 
THOUSAND. AND GUILTS, 
AMBIGUITIES حا‎ AND STAND 
ANY COURSE ሙ АТ ТНЕ ТОР 


OE ACTION OF THE 
HOLDS. в WORLD. 
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LARRY. YOU 
RECORDING THIS? 
MY CAMERA'S 
RUNNING. OVER. 


YOU'RE Å 
RECGORDING 


ALL RIGHT. I'VE 
BEEN ON THE ICEFALL 
AN HOUR OR SO, 
NOW, AND You МАУ 
BE ABLE TO HEAR THE 

GROANING OR EVEN 
THE CRASHING OF 
TONS OF ICE. 


IT'5 AN ІСЕ- 
FALL THE WAY 
NIAGARA IS A 
WATERFALL. A 
БІТ SLOWER, BUT 
WITH ALL THE 
POWER OF 
MILLIONS OF TONS 
OF WATER FLOWING 
DOWNSLOPE. 


EARLIER, 
I SAW А 
SERAC--AN 
ICE PINNACLE 
BIG AS А NEW 
ENGLAND 
CHURCH-- 
CRASH POWN 
WHERE I'D 
ВЕЕМ 
STANDING 


ANYWAY, 
I'M GOING TO 
JUMP МУ 
FIRST MAJOR 
CREVASSE, AND 
I'VE DECIDED 
то DON MY 
CRAMPONS. 
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THIS 15, I MIGHT 


SINCE I/M SO HEAVY, МУ EVERY MOUNTAINEERING ACCOUNT I'VE 
MENTION, THOUGHT WAS To BE ABLE READ HAS MENTIONED THE DANGERS 
EQUIPMENT ፲ TO ANCHOR MY WEIGHT OF CORNICES AND SNOW BRIDGES 
ЕЕ TO AS MANY POINTS AS 


THAT COLLAPSE UNDER A TWO 
HUNDRED POUND MAN. 


NOW, ORDINARILY, AN 

EXPEDITION HAS TO BRIDGE 

И 
MODUL 

LADDERS, FIXED WITH ICE FORTANATELY: 

ANCHOR GS, SAFETY LINES LEAP THIRTY FEET WITH таа. 

SOME OF THE FRENCH i^ GOING TO MOUNT TAKE OFE EARLY. 

GROUP'S LADDERS. THE CAMERA ON MY SINCE THERE'S AN 

CHEST. SO THIS OUGHT OVERHANGING 

TO BE A FUN SHOT. MUST 


የማ Ke < ርያ if 1 


001 


| 


ባው 
Я | | | | 
[ W 


"Willd WELL, ጋ ርኤ PRTA £ [1] | ' X m == 
" ma жә) መጫላ፡ | 
/ | TTY ма 1 С ፻ | 


UH, LARRY? I'M GOING ARE YOU HURT? 'M FINE. STAY THERE. I'M 
TO HAVE TO CUT SHOULD WE Ф BOUT FORTY FEET DOWN. IT'S 
STEPS AND HANDHOLDS. COME UP? HOW ST A MATTER OF CUTTING 
MAY TAKE А WHILE- FAR DOWN ARE а А LOT OF STEPS. 
CATCH VU GN THE HOUR. Your? 


THE EARTH JUST SEEMS TO WANT | |... SIMPLE GRAVITY. STRANGE ТО 
TO GATHER ME IN, AGAIN AND THINK OF BEING ENCASED IN 
AGAIN. I SUPPOSE 1 MUST FACE | | THIS ICE, SLOWLY BEING 
THAT THE DOMINANT FORCE 
SHAPING MY DESTINY IS A „ЕТО, 
LES 
косо AND 


EXPEDITION 

OF !73 15 
STILL 

IN HERE. 


OR WOULD 
IT BE 
EXPELLED 


- BY NOW? 
I ҒО 


APPEARED AFTER BEING SIGHTED 
ONLY SIX HUNDRED FEET FROM 
THE SUMMIT IN “224. DID THEY 
MAKE IT, TWENTY-NINE YEARS 
BEFORE HILLARY AND 
TENZING? 


IT COULD BE I'M 
SURROUNDED WITH 
FROZEN, DEAD 

MOUNTAINEERS 
RIGHT NOW. 


WERE ON THE 
NORTH SIDE. THEY 
WOULDN'T END UP 
IN THIS GLACIER. 


IN РАСТ. L WONDER IF ICE TRANS- 
PORTS SO QUICKLY. THEY MAY STILL 
BE UP ON THE MOUNTAIN. 
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CONCRETE EMERGES 
FROM THE Е 212 
CREVASSE INTO THE 
EIGHTY DEGREE 
HEAT OF DIRECT 
SUNLIGHT- 


THIS 15 SOMETHING OF A DIFFERENT 
ORDER THAN THE FIRST MOUNTAIN 
I “CONQUERED.” THE TIME UNCLE 
STEVE TOOK ME AND ^Y COUSIN UP 
MOUNT MARGARET. 


C 

GASA.. JUST 
FINE! 
GAS... 


UNDER SOME TREES. YOU COULD 

DRIVE UP MOUNT MARGARET. DRIVES 
somE MOUNTAIN! SOME 
MOUNTAINEER Z WAS! 


j I DIDN'T SAY 
ANYTHING. IT 
HAD BEEN 
REALLY NICE 


THERE WE SAT, ON THE SUMMIT, 
CELEBRATING WITH MILKY WAYS AND 
FRESHLY MIXED TANG- 


YOURSELVES 
MOUNTAIN - 
EERS, NOW! 


I DIDN'T CHEER OR 
STRUT-- THAT WOULD 
HAVE BEEN CHILDISH. 
I FELT EXHAUSTED, 
BUT SOMEHOW SERENE 
AND MATURE. 
A MOUNTAINEER. 


ON THE DRIVE BACK, EITHER THE EXHAUSTION 
OR THE ODOR OF THE LEATHER UPHOLSTERY 
OF UNCLE STEVE'S ROVER CWHICH HAD 
ALWAYS МАРЕ МЕ QUEASY> CAUSED ME TO 
SEE THE PAY'S TANG, መም AND HIKER'S 


THAT WAS ABOUT 
ІТ FOR MY 
MOUNTAINEERING. 


ITS RESISTANCE AGAINST 
FATIGUE АМР COLP. I HAVE 
EYES THAT SEE BY STARLIGHT- 


UNTIL NOW. AND THINGS ARE EA 
DIFFERENT. I HAVE THIS BODY, 


OF COURSE, MANY MOUNTAIN- "CYBORG 
EERS WOULD SNEER AT МУ CLIMBS 
EFFORT, WITH MY LACK OF. ¿5 ፎሬ EVEREST.” 
TECHNICAL CLIMBING SKILLS THERE'D 
AND UNHEARD-OF TECHNO- 
LOGICAL ADVANTAGES. 


STILL, НЕ GOT SHERPAS 
TO SMUGGLE HIM IN, AND 
HE HEADED UP WITH ONLY 
AN ICE-AXE, WARM 
CLOTHES ANP RICE WATER- 


RICE WATER-- 
THAT REMINDS 
ME- MAUREEN 
SUGGESTED т 
CONSTANTLY 


REHYDRATE 
MYSELF. 


THICKENS 
WITH CELLS 
AT HIGH 
ALTITUDE... 


ABOVE SIXTY 
PERCENT CAN 
KILL YOU- 
THROMBOSES, 
HEMORRHAGES, 
FROSTBITE. 
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А KOOK, THEY'D CONCLUDE. LIKE MAURICE 

WILSON, WHO TRIED IT AND DIED IN 1934. 

А YOGA ENTHUSIAST WHO FASTED THREE 

WEEKS TO MAKE PIRECT CONTACT BETWEEN 

SOUL AND Вору, THINKING IT WOULD 

ENABLE HIM TO MAKE THE EFFORT ТО 
REACH THE SUMMIT- 


MAYBE HE WOULD HAVE, 
IF HE'D. FOLLOWED HIS 
ORIGINAL PLAN TO 
CRASH-LAND А PLANE 
HIGH UP THE 
MOUNTAIN AND CLIMB 
TO THE TOP. 


TCO BAD HIS PLANE WAS 
CONFISCATEP BEFORE 
НЕ СОТ THERE. 


THE CHINESE AFE 
SUPPOSED TO 
HAVE FOUND НІМ 
1962. THEY 
EVEN FILMED HIS 
FROZEN CORPSE. 


А BAD WAY ТО DIE. BUT 
DILUTIN THE BLOOD WITH 
EMS TO HELP. АТ 
ІТ DID FOR 
MESSNER 
LIMBED TO THE 
T OXYGEN 


OF COURSE, I 
HAVE AN ADVANTAGE 
OVER THEM. 


MELT SNOW ON А 


ТНЕУ НАР ТО with my HIGH | №4 Е А LOT TO HABELER 
ВОРУ ТЕМРЕК- NOT ONLY AM т 

STOVE, TAKING ) 3 

А HALF HOUR FOR 


CHNIQUE OF AVOID- 
ION, BUT I'M 
EVERY SMALL MELTING IT IN Е MIMICKING THEIR FAST-UP-FAST- 
MY MOUTH--- DOWN STRATEGY. ¿ 
HEAT IT TO A ; 
BOIL, IN FACT, 
hw AT THIS. 
Г ALTITUDE. 


ІШ тею |” A 
| | | HABELER'S НЕ S LIP... THAT 


| | SPEED OF 
ТІ IL 


PANFUL. ағ. 
pm Å | 


AN EXHAUST- | 
ING EFFORT, Ål | 
UP HERE. | 1 


Ш\ 


DESCENT, 


` 


IT COULD HAVE LED TO A 
MONSTROUS AVALANCHE. 


ABELER НАР TO WALK, TOO, ESPECIALLY 
VER ROCK STEPS. BUT HE REPEATED THE 
MANEUVER ABOVE CAMP 1М, TO HIS CHAGRIN. 


HE MIGHT HAVE 
TUMBLED UN- 
CONTROLLABLY 


CONTROLLED 
SLIDE ON HIS 
BACKSIDE 650 
FEET TO 
THEIR CAMP М. 


MESSNER TOOK А HARDER, BUT 
МОЕЕ PRUDENT ROUTE DOWN 
AFTER LINGERING AT THE SUMMIT 
TO TAPE SOME COMMENTS. THE 
TOTAL IRON MAN- 


E D 
TACHING HIS CRAMPONS. 
JONES COULD ONLY 
WATCH IN HORROR FOR 
THE FULL-FLEDGED 
AVALANCHE THAT SURELY 
WOULD COME. 


BUT IT DIDN'T. HABELER RECOVERED AND 
STUMBLED IN TO CAMP, UNPROTECTED EYES MESSNER i HOWEVER WAS WORSE OFF. НЕ 
НЕЕ AS መር EMACI- | WAS RUNG, ИЕН RR ይሃ ПАТЕ 
2 е, ^ 
AER аме HAGGARE: Ша ОЕ HEMORRHAGING, ОЕ А SIGN OF 
CEREBRAL EDEMA? 


> 
3 


MESSNER 


LOOKED AS 
BAD WHEN 
HE CAME IN 


A SLEEPLESS NIGHT SCREAMING 
SOBBING WITH PAIN, BEGGING HABELER 
TO LEAVE HIM. FOR THEY'/D AGREED THAT 

IF ONE BECAME ILL, THE OTHER WOULD 
SAVE HIMSELF. 
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HABELER REASSURED HIM, AND ІМ FACT FELT 
REASONABLY WELL. THE NEXT DAY HE, JONES 
CWHO WAS SICK WITH ALTITUDE AND HAD FROST- 
BITTEN ተውም анг пова? AND MESSNER. 


MANN BUHL, MADE IT 
POWER. ALL RE 
1 : 
E 
ና GLa eo HIS ابا‎ ) 
Ж РЕЗСЕМТ. NIGHT- 
MARES, PISORIENTA- 
TION AND FEELINGS 
OF SUFFOCATION 
PLAGUED HIM AT 
BASE CAMP. HE HAP 
IMPRESSIONS HIS 
TENT WAS FILLED 
WITH INSECTS AND 
WORMS. NAMES OF 
FAMILIAR PEOPLE 
ELUDED HIM 


Ji 


| UU በያ 
i 


A 
HABELEF S 
VISION, 
WITHOUT HIS 


| 


በ ши 


CLEARLY, BRAIN CELLS НАР DIED. THOUGH 
THEIR FUNCTION WOULD BE ASSUMED BY 
OTHER S, ІТ WAS BETTER THAT THE ALTITUDE 
HAD LESS TIME ТО WORK ITS RAVAGES. ж 


THESE HEIGHTS 
WEREN'T MEANT 
FOR LIFE. I'M 
AN INTRUDER, 
HERE, ONLY 
TOLERATED. 


LIKE TO HEAR 
وه‎ VOICE 


I'm SPELLING “ОТНЕ WESTERN CWM ** 


LARRY. НЕ’5 OFF 
WITH THAT 
MARINA GIRL, 


I SEE WHY THEY 
CALL IT “THE 
VALLEY OF SILENCE.” 
AFTER THE REST- 
LESS NOISES OF т 
THE ICEFALL , IT 
7S PRETTY 
QUIET. 


GC SEE ZAE LONELY VICTORY, PETER 
НАВЕ ЕК. SIMON Z SHUSTER, 1272. 


THE FRENCH HAVE 
AN ADVANCED 

BASE CAMP HERE. 

THEY SEEM ТО ВЕ 
GOING UP THE 
SOUTH FACE-- og 
DEFINITELY THEP 

D WAY- 


I'M GIVING THEM 
А WIDE БЕЕТН ON 
МУ WAY ТО 
LHOTSE, WHERE 
I'LL FOLLOW THE 

ROUTE ОҒ THE 


жж PRONOUNCED “COOM “ =-- NAMED 
BY GEORGE MALLORY, PRESUMABLY 
Е AFFECTION FOR THE 
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IGHLANPS. 


EVEREST I'LL FOLLOW THE 
29,002 ROUTE OF THE 
HUNT ЕХРЕС!- 


HILLARY AND 
TENZING LHOTSE 
ON TOP. 


پ 


сач 9 


== 


¿= ж 


CWAA 


ኒ ረ 2 

UN L AS 
væ 

prs I'LL NEVER ВЕ E 
ФИ) ABOUT THESE ZDA 


ES DEEDS” KON PRES 
Е HIMSELF TO DO. НЕ 
JUST ISN'T THE 
ADVENTURER ТУРЕ, 
AND THERE'S ጋ 
MUCH TO LOSE, SO 
MUCH WE MIGHT 
YET LEARN. 


EOPLE JUST TRY TO OF COURSE, THE SAME MAGA- 
GET AHEAD, WATCH ZINE HAD A GUY SPECULATING 
OUT FOR THEIR THAT THE RUSSIANS WERE 
FAMILIES. LA'S WORK TO DIS- 
DIAN камо, AND; 
PEOPLE WITH å 
NSITIVITY. 


HOWEVER, 
ALTERNATING CURRENT TESLA УУ, 


A AS 
SYSTEM, BUT HE WAS YUGOSLAVIAN, 
ABLE TO BROADCAST NOT 
ELECTRICITY, LIKE RADIO. D BULGARIAN. 
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OH. SORRY. YOU'RE VERY I MEAN IT. CONSIDER- | WELL, ALL THE 
THOUGHTFUL, HE MUST ING OTHER СУ- 
LARRY. I'LL BET NEED А WHAT--7 
THAT'S ONE LOT OF - 
REASON YOU'RE SUPPORT, MENT BUILT DIED, 
SUCH A GOOD CONSIDER- DIDN'T THEY? 
ASSISTANT TO ING--- 0: 
CONCRETE. 


бес < s< «СМ 


AND HERE 
CONCRETE 15 
4 CLIMBING THE 
You wERE MOUNTAIN 
CLOSE. I ALONE, AS HE 
APPRECIATE 2 ሪ TRIED TO SWIM | DIE SOON. 
HE THE ATLANTIC 


т 
THOUGHT. ALONE. 


THERE WERE NO 
OTHER CYBORGS, 
AND THAT CON- SORT OF THING, 
СКЕТЕ 15 ACTUALLY 
REALLY A HUMAN 
BRAIN_IN AN 
ALIEN BODY 


HOWEVER, TL 
HOPE TO CATCH 
AN AVALANCHE ON 
FILM FROM THE 
SAFETY OF THIS 
ROCK STEP. 


I'D BETTER В AFE. 


ME) THEY SET OFF 
DYNAMITE; AND 
THE SNOW BLAST 

KEPT COMING, 
AND COMING, 
AND COMING... 


— 


THE CAMERA TURNS, 
DRINKING IN THE 
IMAGE OF TONS OF 
AIRBORNE SNOW 
CRASHING DOWN 
THE SLOPE. 


I HOPE МУ VOICE PICKS 
UP OVER THIS ROAR! 
IT'S INCREDIBLE! ! 


PISESENTLY... IN‏ اه 


( 


< 


OUTSIDE 


CONS 
15 


ОЕ 
СОМСЕЕТЕ” 


IDERATI 


THE TRANSMISSION'S 
STOPPED! 


ER ENOUGH 
ROCK, 


FIST AS BIG AS А SID 
OF BE 


Ем LUMP 
HILL FIELD 
SNOW. 


THE QUIET 15 ABSOLUTE, ЕХСЕРТ FOR T 
UTTERLY re И DNO WE GLE CALLS 


GREAT. WHEN МУ BEST 
FRIEND WAS BEING 
BURIED ALIVE, I VV 
ESS 


NICE ONE, 
LARRY- 
ө Рас 


“к 


THERE YOU ARE! 
WHERE HAVE 
you EN? WE 
THINK CONCRETE'S 
BEEN HIT BY AN 
AVALANCHE! 


LARRY! WHERE 
ARE YOU--? 
cA ]p- yr 


I DON'T SEE WHAT 

YOU CAN РО. НЕ 
JUST ISN'T 

TRANSMITTING. 


Å LHOTSE, RIGHT? WE'LL 


FIND THE FRESHEST TONIGHT! 
SLIDE THERE. COME i ROW MORNING- 
IN. OVER. PRESUMABLY YOU'RE 
GETTING SOME AIR AND 
CAN LAST BEYOND 
YOUR ONE- HOUR 
LIMIT. 


СОМСЕЕТЕ CONTINUES 


ТО DO AS НЕ HAS ГОМЕ 
FOR HIS ENTIRE HE BLOWS STEAM 


CLIMB. НЕ MELTS WATER UPWARD, 
SNOW. HIS BODY ТЕМ- ENLARGING THE 
PERATURE, SLIGHTLY POCKET. 
BELOW THE BOILING 
POINT AT SEA LEVEL, 
1S SLIGHTLY ABOVE 

ІТ, НЕЕЕ- 


3 IM SURE WE COULD 
RON... TRY TO FORM I COULD STICK A FIND YOU, IF YOL 
A POCKET WITH ሃጋህፎ POLE DOWN-..LIKE 


CAN JUST HANG ON. 
ARMS. OVER- BEFORE. ОУЕЕ- OVER. 


---RON-.. ANOTHER THAT'S 
THING... I'M SORRY OKAY, LARRY. 
FOR WHAT I SAID OVER. 
AT THE 
BORESON FARM. 
YOU KNOW. 


DAMN /7/ WHERE YES. I JUST GOT MY 


HAVE YOU BEEN? 
HAVE YOU BEEN 
CISTENING ALL 
THIS TIME ምም 


LARRY TRIES TO 
COMPLY, вит IS 
EMBARRASSED BY 
HIS EARLIER 5 
COMMENTS AND 
FREEZES UP. SO IT 
IS MAUREEN'S 
SOFT TONES THAT 
BRING COMFORT 
AND RESOLVE. 


7 


АЕМ FREE ENOUGH 
TO FLIP THE 

SWITCH. YOU'VE 

BEEN A HELP OVER. 


NOT QUITE. I'M MELTING 
ЛАУ WAY OUT, SORT OF, 
вит IT'LL ВЕ А WHILE 


KEEP TALKING- 
1 DON'T KNOW ном 
DEEP I AM. IT'S 
LONELY DOWN HERE. 


LIGHT LIKE FINELY 

МАРЕ TELESCOPES, 

REVEALING STARS, 
NEBULAE, THE 

GLOWING SWIMMERS 
OF THE NIGHT. 


AS HE HEADS UP fi 
THE NOW-FIRM - № 
SLOPE, HE BLOWS j 
THROUGH THE 
TUBING CARE- 
FULLY WRAPPED 
AROUND AND 
WELDED TO THE 


--- SKIRTING 
CORNICES THAT, 
BREAKING, 
WOULD DROP 
HIM TO A 
PLUMMETING 
DEATH IN 
CHINA. 


4 
--- CUTTING ENDLESS | 
STEPS, НЕ 
CAREFULLY MOVES 
UP THE 
MOUNTAIN --- 


А BETTER 
THAN THAT 
NIGHT IN THE 

ATLANTIC. 


I'M OUT, 
MAUREEN. 


---STARS WHICH 
HAVE NEVER 
LOOKED SO 
LOVELY TO THE 
ROCK MAN THAT 
EMERGE S. 


2 I SUPPOSE... 
I SUPPOSE I 
4 SHOULD 
CONTINUE. THAT'S 
WHY I'M HERE. 


0 о 


AND UP НЕ GOES z ` 
5 ОУЕЕ ТНЕ zi . 
GENEVA SPUR..- А 


THIS 15 IT! 

THE HILLARY 
STEP! АМО 
A LITTLE 
FURTHER... 


HOW PERFECT! THE 
SUN RISING, THE 
CHINESE SURVEYING 

TRIPOD RIGHT 

OVER THERE... 1 


НОУУ 
DO І FEEL» 


WONDER WELL, HERE'S THE CHINESE 


7 MONUMENT, AND 
CARTWHEELS I'LL FILM THE 
IF ІТ DIDN'T NORTH RIDGE IN 
MEAN I'D FALL A МОМЕНТ. 
HALF A 


FIRST, I'D LIKE 
ТО SHOW WHERE А 
HUNK OF THE 
MOUNTAIN SEEMS TO 
HAVE RECENTLY 
FALLEN OFF. 


THERE... LIKE А 
GIANT CAKE 


CUTTER 
CLEANLY-..WHATZ 


7HAT'D ВЕ А STUNNING 
ENDING TO THIS FILM 
WOULDN'T IT? 


THERE'S 
SOMETHING 
TIED ТО THAT 


IT'S А 
CONTAINER 
OF SOME 
SORT. 


IT'S A LITTLE 
METAL THING. 


CASE I FALL TO 
MY DEATH. 


5СКАР ОҒ 7 ዳ IT'S PROOF! 
CLOTH, WITH MALLORY AND 


о IRVINE MADE IT! 
SIGNATURES 
ON IT! 


4 IN HIS EXCITEMENT, CONCRETE 15 UNABLE 
TO APPRECIATE THE SINGULAKITY OF THIS 
SITUATION: A STONE- SKINNED MAN, ОМ 
THE HIGHEST POINT ON EARTH, HOLDING ТО 


THE CAMERA THE SOLUTION TO A бир е ЕМ HAVING 
GREAT MYSTERY... ИЯ 


~~ To Сбт | 
Bu, 


go 


mI 


1 | 
ШИТ f PU f 


--- AND DOWN. 


CONCRETE FOLLOWS, WITH 
THE CARE OF AN 
OCTOGENARIAN DESCEND- 
ING A FIRE LADDER. ІТ 
WOULD NOT DO TO 
FALL, NOW. 


STILL, НЕ MAKES GOOD TIME. 


I_GUESS THEY HAVE 
RADIO PROBLEMS- 

MAYBE ALL THAT TRANS- 
MITTING 


DOW: 
THE BATTERIES. 


Y DISCARD ALL YOUR GEAR | | -.-wE NEED DR. VONNEGUT ALIVE, 

: = AND COME ABOARD, MR- BUT WE РО NOT REQUIRE THAT 
CONCRETE. 1 SHE EVER WALK AGAIN. 

THEN, А STRANGE THING ASSURE YOU... : 


HAPPENS. A RHYTHMIC \ 4 1 : 
SOUND STARTS, Y ٩ 
JARRINGLY MECHANICAL 
FOR THIS RAW, REMOTE 
PLACE. 


COULD ІТ BE 
THE FRENCH 
EXPEDITION‘S? 


LL KILL THEM. 
Z 2 ST СНАМСЕ- 
CONCRETE COMPLIES, SEEMING ፡ PERIOD. 
ALMOST LIKE AN OBEDIENT 
CHILD. BUT HIS THOUGHTS GO 
IN OTHER DIRECTIONS. 


My 


yz 


$ 
^) 


I'VE DROPPED A TRANSMITTER. NOW, I WILL INSTANTLY CRIPPLE YOUR 
WE'LL GET YOUR FILMS LATER. FRIENDS JF YOU FAIL TO COOPERATE, 
I'M AFRAID WE'LL NEED ALL BUT т PREFER TO APPEAL TO YOUR 
THE EXTRA FUEL YOU SEE ТО SENSE OF FAIRNESS, INSTEAD. YOU 
MAKE OUR RENDEZVOUS ( ARE SAID ТО ВЕ А REASON- 
POINT. 3 - ABLE MAN. 


УУЕ SIMPLY 
HAYEN'T ANY 
WEIGHT TO 


HE REALLY 
WOULD HAVE 
SHOT HER! 


THE TANKS, PLEASE. 
“MARINA,” GIVE 
THE ALL CLEAR. 
WE CAN GO. 


THIS ISN'T 
WHAT MY LIFE 
IS LIKE... 


WE ONLY WISH TO STUDY YOU. REGRETTABLY, YES. AMAZING THEY DIDN'T MAKE YOU MORE 
THIS NECESSITATES THAT WE LIMIT YOUR, ИН, CONTROLLABLE, WHICH SHOULD BE SIMPLE, 
TRAVEL. BUT YOUR OWN GOVERNMENT PID THE SINCE YOU АРРЕАК TO ВЕ 
SAME, AND YOU SEEM TO АССОМОРАТЕ ፆም MOSTLY MECHANICAL. 


я 
WELL ENOUGH. BESIDES, WE WON'T SHOOT THERES MUCH 


OFF YOUR LEG. لچ‎ YOU DON'T KNOW... 


ABOUT ADVANTAGES ARE OUT 
THATI? OF BALANCE, 


ASCENDANT. 


EXACTLY. AND AS 
YOU MUST KNOW, THE | 
۸۸ COLD WAR IS MOST 
KNOW 4 = DANGEROUS WHEN 
WHEN FEAR IS  / ۹ 


BY 
СООРЕКкА Не. 
You ЕАЗЕ ጾፎልፎ SO THAT'S 
AND PROMOTE WHAT I'M DOING 
PEACE. HERE. RIGHT. 


CAN YOU BLAME LIS FOR BEING LOOK. I'M NOT A CYBORG SOLDIER. 
CONCERNED THAT THE U. S. 15 I'M AN-- I'M ል TRAVEL WRITER, 15 
MAKING ARMORED, SUPER- ALL. I AM THE ONLY ONE OF MY 
HUMANLY STRONG SOLDIERS? KIND... ON THE ENTIRE PLANET. 


WE CAN BARELY GUESS AT THE THERE WON'T BE ANY MORE OF ME- 
TECHNOLOGY INVOLVED. IT -- s 


STAGGERS МЕ THAT THEY 
ALLOWED YOU THIS 
FOOLISH TRIP. 


AGAIN, I URGE YOU TO REASON. 
WE AFE ОУЕК MOUNTAINS, ANP 
SHOULD YOU CAUSE US TO 
CRASH, LARRY AND 
MAUREEN WILL DIE NO LESS AFGHANISTAN, ТНЕМ, 
THAN YOU AND г. ገላ Å LONG 
HT. 


ACCEPT 
TO SLEEP. 
ро NOTHING THAT YOUR 


LIFE HAS 
FOOLISH. | CHANGED. 


1 


NOW THINK? IF YOU FIRE 
THAT GUN, WE ALL DIE IN 
A HUGE FIREBALL: 


OUR 
US NOW. HAVE 
YOUR PILOT LAND EEFORE 
WE ALL SUFFOCATE 
FROM THESE FUMES! 


TELL HIM TO 
LAND AT BASE 
CAMP. 
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YOU, TOO, 
“MARINA” 


“GEORG! VARNA” SPEAKS ТО THE PILOT, 
EVIDENTLY RELAYING CONCRETE'S ORDERS. = I DID, 


| L. ግ SP! COUGH! 
XXX 

| ٧ 
Ñ ይዚ 


CONCRETE FULFILLS LARRY'S REQUEST, BUT WITH 

UNEXPECTED RESULTS. THE BACKWASH FROM THE 

ROTORS BEATS A MILLION STINGING, BLINDING 
DROPLETS INTO THE AIR. 


ARE WE DOWN? YES-- BUT WE'RE NOT 
CAN'T SEE! AT CAMP 1 THE 


TOO! PLUS, A SPAR 
FROM THE ROTORS 
couLP 


КААК? THE PILOT IS BLINDED, 
М А IG 
К 


a 
AS 
WASA 
N> 


<] 
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I'VE NEVER L_/NO MATTER. TELL 
HEARD OF HIM ТО GET_OUT 


WITH HIS 
HANDS RAISED. 
SLOWLY. 


LARR 1 
MAUREEN, 
BEHIND МЕ. 


ПТ 
S Y 


UN 
VA 


| 1 1 | 
"A: 
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Т 


THERE 15. CONCRETE CREATES 
A BASIN OF WARM WATER WITH 
SNOW MELTED IN HIS MOUTH. 


^^, m Pa 
— 1 [e] 
„А HE THEN PRIES FACES 
AND HAIR WITH HOT 
EXHALATIONS. 


ОКАУ, EVERYBODY 7 
READY? WE'RE GOING GET DOIN 
TO BE LUCKY TO Г“ 

MAKE IT BEFORE 


EVEN Z CAN NO LTI 
LONGER 7 


RON! THE 
COPTER! 


НЕ WAS COMING THERE GOES THE PROOF 

FROM THE d I MADE IT.NOT TO MEN- 
WESTERN CWM, 22: = ТІОМ ለላ” 
WHICH, COME BURIED IN 


ሪ ° рІБСОУЕЕУ. 
ТО THINK OF IT, THIS SNOw, 


15 WHERE НЕ 
HEADED WHEN 
HE TOOK 


ANYVVAY. 


I THINK 
HE RETRIEVED 
MY CAMERA T 
AND FILM 
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ና ` 


THE SNOw PiLES U ка 5 A 
БЫ THIS RATE. W 
| HAVE ТО STOP. 


HEY! WHERE 
ARE THE 
VARNAS? 


LAST CHANCE, 
VARNAS! 


KENT! EVER 
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СОМСЕЕТЕ EXPLAINS 
AS LARRY АМО 
MAUREEN REST, AND 
THEN PREPARATIONS 
ARE МАРЕ FOR THE 
TREK BACK. 


AS THEY GO, THEY STRAIN TO 
HEAR THE CHOP OF HELI- 
COPTER ROTORS, AND 
GLANCE UP TO CHECK FOR 
SILHOUETTES AGAINST 
THE SU 


BUT OVER THE 
FUTURE. 


NOTHIN 
WILL EVER Е 
BE THE 
>АМЕ- 


WE WON’T ВЕ ABLE ТО MAKE A TRIP LIKE THIS 
AGAIN WITHOUT WORRYING ABOUT BEING KID- 
МАРРЕР. DAMN THEM FOR ЕШІМІМС ІТ! THIS 


I ONLY HAVE А РЕК- 
IS WHAT I WANTED TO 20 WITH MY LIFE! 


SONAL ANSWER. 


WHY IS IT... WHY MUST LIFE 
BE SMALLER AND MEANER 
AS WE GROW OLDER; FEWER 
OPTIONS, MORE DREAD, 
DUTY, LOSS? 


ONLY SURRENDER 

TO THE TRUTH THAT 

DREAMS AND Jor 
DIE YOUNG? 


WELL, ALL LIFE 


FORMS STRUGGLE 

FOR ADVANTAGE. 

PAIN, FEAR AND 

INJUSTICE ARE THE 

PRICE OF BEING 
ALIVE. 


AS CHILDREN, 
WE'RE SHELTERED 
FROM THAT TRUTH. 

IGNORANCE 15 

BLISS. BUT WE 

LEARN. 


50, 

AS ADULTS, 
УУЕ HAVE TO 
CONCENTRATE. 
IT'S A SKILL- 
IT'S А 
MUSCLE. 


AS I SAID, THIS 
IS PERSONAL... 


---BUT DO YOU KNOW IT'S BELIEVED THERE ARE 
MORE UNDISCOVERED SPECIES ON EARTH THAN 
DISCOVERED SPECIES? THAT WE'RE ON THE 

VERGE OF MAPPING HUMAN GENES? 


THAT THERE'S МО 
EXPLANATION FOR WHY 
YOUR HIGH BODY TEM- 
PERATURE DOESN'T 
COOK YOUR BRAIN? 


TRUE, 


BUT 
LIFE is Van, THERE ARE AND 
FULL OF MYSTERY. I LOVE 


HORROR Y STORIES, MYSTERY 
STORIES. NIN Teo. AÑ 


STORIES. 
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TWO WEEKS HELLO, I'M 
LATER... BACK... 
OH. WHO'S 
RON 
TALKING 
TO? 


HE SAYS ҮУЕ CAN 

STILL TRAVEL.-- 

GO ON ЕХРЕР!- 
TIONS 


TO GET MY MAIL. LOOK» 
MY MOTHER SENT ME 
THIS TO GIVE TO YOU. 


A 
GEOGRAPHIC? 
WHAT AM т 
SUPPOSED 
TO LOOK 
AT? 
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LOOK, I DON'T EXPECT 
YOU TO LIKE IT... JUST 
TO ADJUST TO IT. 


YOU'VE 
PROVED 
YOURSELF 
A GOOD 
ADJUSTER 

SO FAR. 


I CLIMBED EVEREST ALONE... 


Yaks carry gear to the flank of the By REINHOLD MESSNER 


= highest mountain for a unique Photographs by the author 
mountaineering — a solo ascent 
| without oxygen. 


mountaineering — a solo ascent 
without oxygen. 


HE SAID» 
"EXCUSE МЕ, 
I'M GOING 


я 
N 


KIRKYAP WAS UP PLAYING BY 
THE PRAYER FLAGS WHEN THE 
GOVERNMENT MAN CAME. 


HE'D BEEN TOLD 
THAT EACH TIME 
q THE FLAG 

FLAPPED IN THE 

WIND, IT SENT 

መመ po пати 

мт N IT NO MATTER 
TO HEAVEN. HOW HARD HE 

LISTENED, HE 
COULDN'T 
HEAR ANY 


STORY AND ART 
©1988 
PAUL CHADWICK 


INKING: VED 
HOTCHKISS 


LETTERING: 
BILL SPICER 


وتا و ال دون 

н JUST 

LEARNED. IT MEANT YOU Š EAR БУР БОРУ 
LIED TO SOMEBODY AND 

MADE THEM LOOK SILLY. 


LAUGHED. 
SHE WAS ONLY 
KIDDING. HE 
WAS TOLD. 
HE WOULDN'T 
GROW HORNS. 


NTLY, HIS OLDER SISTER HAD 


RECE 
TOLD HIM THAT IF HE DRANK TOO 


4 HE THOUGHT 
MUCH DZUM MILK HE WOULD GROW 
HORNS. HE HAD CRIED. 2 


KIDDING 
መ ЕА 


THE MAN WAS SAYING АМ AMERI 
NAMED ”СОМСЕЕТЕ” WOULD ВЕ P; 

THROUGH ON HIS WAY TO LHABARMA, 
WHERE HE WOULD BE BUILDING A BRIDGE. 


KIRKYAP WAS CONFUSED. THE LAST TIME 
HEARD THIS TERM, OR, RATHER, THE SIMI 
TERM “воск STAR”, ІТ APPLIED TO THE SINGER 


ICHAEL JACKSON. 


OF “THRILLER,” 
MICHAEL 
JACKSON'S ALBUM, 
WHICH SHE 
PLAYED ОМ НЕЕ 
FATHER'S CASS- 
ЕТТЕ PLAYER. 


THIS wAS A 
MOST UNUSUAL 
MAN, COVERED 
WITH ROCK. A 

воск MAN. 


STILL, THE PICTURE LOOKED OPP. BUT 

THIS CARRIED LESS WEIGHT THAN IT 

MIGHT, DUE TO THE VILLAGERS’ UN- 

FAMILIARITY WITH PICTURES--AND 

KIRKYAP HAD SEEN FEWER THAN 
ANYBODY. 


HE HAD ONLY SEEN A 
PAMPHLET EXTOLLING 
THE VIRTUES OF NORTH 
| KOREA. HE UNDERSTOOD 
VERY LITTLE OF IT- 


EVEN THESE QUESTIONS WENT UNFORMED. 
INSTEAD, THE PICTURES SIMPLY FAILED ТО 
MAKE MUCH OF AN IMPRESSION ON KIRKYAP. 


HE JUST DIDN'T 
KNOW HOW ТО 
“READ” PHOTO- 
GRAPHS. 


BUT MICHAEL JACKSON WASN'T COVERED WITH 

ROCK-- HE WAS A NORMAL LOOKING MAN COR 

WOMAN. THERE WAS SOME DEBATE ON THIS IN 

THE VILLAGE). PERHAPS THE PHRASE MEANT 
SOMETHING ELSE? 


IT WAS HARD TO RELATE PICTURES TO REALITY. 
CONCRETE MIGHT BE THE SIZE OF A MONKEY 
OR THE SIZE OF A YAK FOR ALL HE KNEW. 


THE PICTURES WERE 
BLACK AND WHITE. 
WHAT COLOR WAS 
CONCRETE? DID HE 
REALLY HAVE NO 
NOSE, OR WAS THAT 
A TRICK OF 
LIGHTING? 


м GLAD TO HEAR ዘው A 
TALK ABOUT FATHER REMINDED 
MOTHER EXPRESS 
CONCRETE p DISBELIEF THAT ANY- HAT THE GOVERNMENT 
EVENING. BODY, EVEN AN 
BERE FE RoE "SERRE RE MAT 
HOW COULD IT ወፎ> ` SETTLED THE MATTER. 


КИЕКУАР ASKED 
WHAT A 
сувоке was- 


HIS FATHER 
TOLD HIM TO 
BE QUIET. 


AND FOR 
) NS KIRKYAP, 
TO HAVE THE THIS 
LAST WORD, \ h HAD ТО 
HIS MOTHER №: SUFFICE- 
POINTED OUT 


NARA_HAD BEEN TALKING 
THAT NIGHT, HOWEVER, HE REMEMBERED OTHER GIRLS, LITTLE ONE 
SOMETHING HE'D ALMOST FORGOTTEN- OVERHEARD. SHE SAID Т 
CAREFUL OF THE STONES OF 


CERTAIN SIZE..- 


IT VVAS УУНЕМ HE AND 
SOME OTHER CHILDREN 


HAD BEEN BATHIN 
THE STREAM. 


T, 
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NARA SAID THE HEADS 
OF DEAD PEOPLE 

SOMETIMES TURNED ТО г THESE HEAD-STONES LAY 
STONE WHEN THEY 7! / IN THE GROUND FOR А LONG, 


WERE BURIEP- E T LONG TIME, BUT SOMETIMES 
| WERE EXPOSED WHEN [ d 
STREAMS WASHED THE DIRT 
AWAY. 


EVEN DURING THE DAY, THEY 
WATCHED, BUT AS SOON AS 
YOU LOOKED AT THEM, THEY 
TURNED TO ORDINARY 
STONES. 


AT NIGHT THE EXPOSED STONES GAZED 
UP INTO THE SKY, WONDERING ABOUT 
THE STARS AND FEELING SAD THEY 
WERE DEAD. THEIR CONVERSATION 
SOUNDED EXACT REC RUNNING 


YOU COULDN'T SURPRIS 
THEM, NO MATTER НОУУ 
FAST YOU WERE. 


“SO DON'T LET ANY 
STONES SEE UP YOUR 
SARONG,” NARA TOLD 
THE GIRLS. THIS CAUSED 
BULGING EYES AND 
NERVOUS GIGGLES. 


THIS HAD SEEMEP 

PRETTY AMAZING AT 
THE TIME, BUT 

SINGS ዘልው 

HAD FORGOTTEN ገጋ cov Have F^ 

ОТТЕМ 
ASK HIS MOTHER BEEN KIDDING? 
ABOUT IT. SURELY... 
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A ROUTE WAS PLANNED, АТ THE 

END OF WHICH CONCRETE WOULD 
TAKE TEA WITH THE 

PANCHAYAT. 


/ 
Jam 


jl 


RIBBONS, 
CAREFULLY 
SAYED 
FROM PAST 
FESTIVALS, 
WERE 
STRUNG- 


SOON, THE WORD WAS PASSED THAT KIRKYAP_WAS APPREHENSIVE. HE HAD 
CONCRETE WAS CLOSE, ON THE DOWN- DECIDED THAT NARA WAS KIDDING. 
SLOPE OF THE TRAIL. THAT THE GOVERNMENT МАМ VV, 
IPDING, THAT THE WORLD WAS AS HE 
KNEW ІТ, МОТ FULL OF STONE MONSTERS- 


THEN THERE WAS А DISTURBANCE 
AHEAD; VOICES RAISED; GASPS AND 
EXCLAMATIONS; NERVOUS LAUGHTER... 


"a 


PEOPLE 
WERE 
SHIFTING... 


MAKING 
WAY... THE 
GROU 


BOOME 


ND 


x 
للا‎ 
9 
2 
9 
2 
9 
2 


۵ 
^D 
баш 
502 
ЫП 
де. 
دوو‎ 
<= 
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HANDS CLUTCHED ^ 2 — 
AT НІМ... | FACES SPLIT IN 


LAUGHTER..- 


A KICKED-APART 
COOKING FIRE- 


THEN HIS FATHER CAME, SPEAKING 
SOFTLY AND SMILING. 


KIRKYAP DIDN'T 
HAVE TO GO NEAR 
HIM IF HE 
DIDN'T WANT ТО, 
BUT HE SHOULD 
COME AND EAT. 


HIS DRY SOBS FADED, ONLY 
— | ТО RETURN WHEN HE REMEM- 
BERED WHAT НЕ HAD SEEN. 


TO EMERGE, FINALLY, ABOVE AND BEHIND THE 
STONE MAN- A SMILING CONVERSATION WAS 
IN PROGRESS. 


AIDS SAT BY 


SOMEONE GAVE HIM SOME SWEET 

BREAD, AND HE WAS ASKED TO 

SIT. CONCRETE SPOKE CHEERFULLY 
WITH THE GROWNUPS. 


KIR KYA 
NAMA 


FEAR FADED INTO CURIOSITY 
N AND KIRKYAP HAD THE MOST 
FASCINATING EVENING OF 
HIS LIFE. 


THING COMPARED 


VILLAGE IN HIGH STYLE, CARRYING 
A PACKET OF HERBS AS А GIFT. 


HE MADE A POINT 

TO SAAILE AT THE 

LITTLE KIDS HE 
SAW. 


НЕ COULDN'T BE 


THEY SEEMED 
REASSURED. 


ONALD LITHGOW, А CTUALLY, HE LIVES ОМ, 


A 
SENATOR'S ФРЕЕСН- A 
NOTA 


Р. 
HIM FROM GOING BY ANY 
MOURNED HIS NAME BUT 
PRESUMED DEATH. 


WITH_H AT HIS 
EAGLE ROCK, CALIFORNIA 
WAREHOUSE... 
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LARRY MUNRO 
SPEAKING... 


BOSS. 


OF COURSE, 


SENATOR 7 
DOUGLAS! 


I'M FINE, RON, FINE. LISTEN: YOU 
WERE ALWAYS GOOD AT HANDLING 
BAD NEWS, SO I'LL BE DIRECT. 
YOUR MOTHER 15 VERY ILL, AND 
VERY CLOSE TO DEATH. 


THE PHONE 
FELL ON THE 


YOU KNOW? 


URS 


M 


CANCER 
EVERYWHERE, 
INCLUDING 


CONDITION... 
wi 


ELL, 
SOMETHING'S 
GOTTA GO 
SOON. 


IT'S YOUR 
OLD 


REALLY—?! MAUREEN, 

DO YOU HAVE YOUR 

SAMPLE DOWN THERE 
YET? 


ALMOST. 


LET ME DRAW 


A LITTLE 


MORE... 


SHE'S GONE HOME. THERE'S NOTHING 
THEY CAN DO FOR HER AT THE HOSPITAL 
THAT A HIRED NURSE CAN'T HANDLE. 


THAT'S JUST ІТ. NOTHING- 


I'VE HAD SOMEONE 
LOOKING IN ON НЕК, AND SHE'S NOT WANTING 
FOR ANYTHING. HER AFFAIRS ARE 
IN ORDER. 


THIS WEEKEND AND JUST AS IMPORTANT, ALL RIGHT, 
HER BROTHER AND THERE ARE TOO MANY THEN. 
HIS WIFE ARE CONNECTIONS ALREADY 
COMING IN TO BE BETWEEN YOU AND THE 
WITH HER. "LATE" RONALD LITHGOW. т STILL 
YOUR ASSOCIATION WITH HAD TO LET 
ME, FOR ONE YOU KNOW. 


I'LL KEEP 
YOU 
POSTED. 


IF STAMBERG CATCHES 
YOU POING SOMETHING AS 
IMPRUDENT AS THAT. 
YOU'D FIND YOURSELF 
BACK UNDER 

LOCK AND KEY! 


COME HERE, LARRY. 
WE'RE GOING TO PO 
SOMETHING- 


YES, I'D LIKE A \_/ YES, 1 KNOW. I PROMISE 
TO SPEAK ТО TO BE AS BRIEF AS 
POSSIBLE. IT'S VERY 
IMPORTANT, THOUGH. 
THANK YOU. 


I CAN'T SAY WHY HE NEVER 
MENTIONES ME, BUT 1 THINK 


ТО ME. I HAVE-- 


PINOCCHIO DOLL AFTER IT 
PISINTEGFATED IN THE 
vv, 


SHER. 


TION. ІТ SHOULD PLEASE YOU 
VERY. VERY MUCH. 


FRANKLY, I DON'T LIKE 
BEING MYSTERIOUS 


n 


DO YOU KNOW 
ANYTHING 
ABOUT RON'S 
DEATH? 
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NO, I DON'T. BUT AS r SAY, Г 

THINK YOU'LL BE PLEASED BY, 

WHAT YOU READ IN THIS 
LETTER. І-- 


po You 
THINK SHE'L 

AGREE ТО 
SEE HIM? 


> PWOOOSHI 
DOING THAT WHILE 
TRYING TO AVOID 
LYING 15 
EXHAUSTING! 
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BUT I PROMISE YOU ONE 
THING, MR. MUNRO... 


IF THIS IS SOME KIND OF 
ELABORATE CON TO 
SWINDLE А DYING 
WOMAN... 


MOM A EA er 


142 


~ r> 


WHILE NOT STRICTLY ТЕПЕ, ІТ CAN ВЕ 
RAYMOND CHANDLER ONCE WROTE IMPOSSIBLE ТО TELL WHERE ONE CITY 
THAT LOS ANGELES HAD ALL THE IN THE L.A. BASIN ENDS, AND ANOTHER 
CHARACTER OF A BEGINS. 
PAPER CUP. > 


Em 


WELL, ELAINE GETS А VISITOR. WHITE THIS 
т! MAYBE HER FAMILY HAS FINALLY 
NOTICED SHE'S DYING! 


AW 
(a 
as ው“) 


pear Mom; 


N 
FINISH 


Т am alive. 
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аһ KD 


W I = 

I did not die on that camping trip, and neither 
did Michael Maynard--at least not right away. 
But rather than explain now what happened, I'd 
like to convince you that it's really me 
writing. 


I-AM-BIG-LOU! 
I-AM-FROM- 


My earliest question about sex was about a 
fluffed-up chickadee I thought had an egg in 
it. ፲ had a plastic robot named Big Lou. 


Now I tell you what I swore I would never tell 
anyone--although I have broken this oath once 
before when I told Larry Munro. No doubt you 
have heard of the "cyborg" known as Concrete. 


I was a breach birth. My favorite foods as a 
child were "Fizzies" and the soda crackers Dad 
would bring home from work. 


My greatest achievement in high school was my 
term paper on Sir Richard Burton, the best Mr. 


Wortman had ever seen. Не entered it in a 
scholastic competition and I won first prize. 
You had it bound in leather as a graduation 
gift. 


Concrete is me. I am Concrete. The brain of 
Ronald Lithgow, your son, lives on in the body 
known as Concrete. I am not exactly the 
cyborg the government says I am, but I prefer 
to leave that matter for later. I imagine this 
is shocking enough! 
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PY" SHE'S PROBABLY 


(7 


I һауе taken this step because I would like «о 
see you. Senator Douglas has told me you are 
very ill. I would like to (and forgive me for 
being so direct) say goodbye. 


WE WERE AMICABLE, 
BUT NOT CLOSE. 
SHE PRETTY MUCH 
LET ME_BE AS AN 
ADULT. 


WE SPOKE MOSTLY 

ON HOLIDAYS. YOU 
KNOW, MAYBE 
Six “ርድ а 


ТЕ you have been following my exploits you know 
that I have had adventures that would make 
Burton himself proud; and, I would hope, you 
and Dad as well. I proved to be more than a 
bookworm! 


IT MUST HAVE BEEN 

HARD FOR You NOT 
TO LET HER 

KNOW YOU WERE 

STILL ALIVE ALL 
THIS TIME- 


ACTUALLY, LESS 
HARD THAN YOU 
MIGHT THINK. 


But beyond this, I want to show you that the 
story of our family is more than tragedy and 
early death. I have been given a new chance at 
life, one with astounding possibilities. 


BUT IN LIGHT OF 
SOME OTHER , AH; 
FAMILY HISTORY, / 
MAYBE ІТ WAS- 


I'D 
SURE LIKE 
TO SET THE 

RECORD 

STRAIGHT 
ON A 

THING OR 
TWO. 


One note of caution: There are government 
people who would be furious with me for "break- 
ing cover" like this. So please do not contact 
any authorities, or even Senator Douglas. 

I could get him in trouble for this. ТЕ you 
still suspect a con, tell Larry to go and we 
will not bother you again. But if you would 
like to see me, please call the number 

where you reached Larry last night. 


Love, 
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THE NURSE'S WHEN DID OH, YEARS AGO. I WAS JUST OUT OF 
BROTHER! ELAINE UR H 
WANTED ME TO DAD DIE, 
KNOW SHE WASN'T RON? FILMED THAT “CHICKEN” SCENE ІМ 
HELPLESS, IN REBEL WITHOUT A CAUSE. 
CASE I WAS A 


тим GOING TO LIE POWN NOW. BEP WHY*S ЕЎ MY AUNT AND 
IF I'M SEEN, WE'VE BLOWN | THAT? 9] UNCLE ARRIVE 
OUR ONLY CHANCE. а 


BASICALLY, ву BEING 
VERY НЕМ, AND SAYING 
A NEW NURSE WAS 
COMING IN FOR 
TONIGH 


HERE WE ARE- CAN YOU GET THE 
I'LL CUT THE GARAGE DOOR, 
LIGHTS. MAUREEN? 


villi qu | 


ME 


AND WHY РО 
HAVE WRITERS? 


0 


CC 


HER AS 
LIES HELPLESS 
IN HER BED? 


UH--ELAINE? 
ARE YOU 


RON 
WON'T DAMAGE THE UNLOCK IT. 
FLOOR. HE'LL BE MAKE SURE ANDREW 
RIGHT IN. [| HAS FOOD AND 
WATER. OUT BACK? 


Е 
[ 
z 


- 
- 
= 
نا‎ 
H 
- 


IM 
FRIEND. 


HMM. MAYBE I 

OUGHT NOT TO 

HAVE TURNED ON 

THESE LIGHTS. 
OH, W 


ALWAYS THE 
SKEPTIC. IT 
ፐ WAS BANANA. 
жота UU М ЕТ 
REALLY? | 3411 САКЕ- 


YOU'RE 
1 ALIVE 


AW, HELL, MOM. DON'T 

START CRYING. IT'LL 
START ME UP, AND т 
CAN'T IN THIS BODY! 


Е 


GET Р 
WET PAPER 
TOWELS 


ІТ DOESN'T 


THE WOOD. 


YOU HAVE TO WEAR 
PADS JUST TO KEEP FROM 
SCRATCHING THINGS... 
ANP I SAW THAT AWFUL 

COMEDIAN MAKE 

FUN OF YOU. 


THERE WILL ALWAYS 
BE BARRIERS 
BETWEEN ME AND 
WHAT NORMAL 

PEOPLE CAN Do. 


OH, RON, LIVING IN 
THIS BODY MUST 
SCOUGH= BE 
HORRIBLE! 


1145 JUST 
HITTING AAE... 
THAT WAS your 

YOU SHOULD 


HAVE 
SLUGGED HIM! 


BUT EVERY ADULT MUST 
EVENTUALLY FACE THE 
LIMITATIONS OF HIS 
LIFE- WE DON'T GET 
TO DO AND HAVE 


EVERYTHING. 


BOTTOM OF A 


MOUNTAIN LAKE IN 


AAONTANA. 
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MAYBE SO. BUT I'VE 
LEARNED TO ACCEPT 
THAT THERE ARE 
THINGS I JUST CAN'T 
DO. I DON'T HAVE IT 
ANY WORSE THAN 
SOMEONE, SAY, CON- 
FINED TO А 
WHEELCHAIR. 


1 САМ 
JUMP ТЕМ 
VERTICAL 

FEET 

FROM A 


STANP- 
STILL: 


RON... HOW 
/ cre You 
GET THIS WAY? 
YOUR. LETTER 
HAD HINTS... 


---THAT I'M NOT A CYBORG? 
NO, ТМ NOT... ат LEAST 


NOT U.S.-MADE AS THEY 1 А 
CLAIM. THAT'S А COVER 
STORY. 


S BEFORE WE 
٩ \ PASSED OUT... 
NO, АЕ 

WEIRD AND 


THAT CAMPING 
TRIP... 


AND WE WOKE UP IN IECIT THIS 


N HE 


WELCOME ТО YOUR 
NEW BODY. I WAS 
HOPING THAT 

was 


= X -4 V 
WE WERE IN А WHITE METAL 7) 


КООМ WITH А FLAT FLOOR вит 
WILD, CURVING, VAULTE 


> ERE WERE TWO | 
CEILINGS ABOVE. SWIRLS AND OTHER ROCK 
GEOMETRIC SHAPES WERE ON BEINGS. 
THE WALLS. < 
WE WEREN'T ALONE. SN N N 
THEN, THERE 
WER 


ORE-- 


Е М 
ANY MORE. x 
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STRANGE, 
OUR REACTIONS AND ENDURANCE 


а 
SUE OMS መ” сие EQUIPPED. WE REALIZED THE 
BIZARRE LENSES ON BEAR AND PEER BRAINS 
THEIR EYES, PERHAPS ТО OCCUPIED OUR CELLMATES’ 
SIMULATE THE ACUTE 
VISION OF THIS TYPE OF 

BOP». 


THEN WE SAW 
SOMETHING 


THAT 
EXPLAINED 
А гот. 


- AND OUR OLD BODIES NOW 
SERVED ALIEN BRAINS- 


PL а: 
WE PLANNED AND КЕ-РЕАММЕР, -N ት መ ` 
ANP FINALLY МАРЕ OUR Ме СА М. 
ESCAPE, EVEN CAPTURING ONE 


THEN MICHAEL SURPRISED 
OF THE ENERO? ИКАРОЫЗ THEY ME. HE SAID НЕ PIDN T 
Š до WANT ТО LIVE WITHOUT HIS 
> BODY, AND NOW THAT HE'D 
( HELPED ME ESCAPE, НЕ 
WAS RETURNING. 


WE EMERGED АТ THE MOUTH 22 (| SHOT OUT THE LEDGE 
OF THE CAVE WE'D EXPLORED. UNDER ME AND I FELL 
WE'D BEEN UNDERGROUND INTO THE LAKE 

ALL THIS TIME. 2 


Е کے‎ | 


THEY PRACTICALLY VAPORIZED THAT LAKE, SO WE'RE NOT ALONE. NOW I HAVE 
BUT I SURVIVED ІМ А BURROW I'D МАРЕ TO БІЕ--/МОРУ” JUST WHEN HUMAN 
WITH THE WEAPON MICHAEL НАГ HISTORY PROMISES TO BECOME 
TOSSED DOWN AFTER ME. INTERESTING! 


WELL, 
MAYBE AND 
MAYBE 
NOT. THEY 
МАУ НАУЕ LEFT 
FOREVER. I'M 
TOLD THERE'S 
BEEN NO 
SIGN OF THEM 
SINCE. 


I EMERGED TO WITNESS THE MOST 
ASTONISHING SIGHT OF MY LIFE--A 
MOUNTAIN GIVING VIOLENT BIRTH TO | | 
A SPACESHIP ЭНЕ? WITHIN IT. 

ІТ L. » 


THEY BEEN 
THERE 
CENTURIES? 
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MANY QUESTIONS, MY LIVING THIS LIE OF 
NO ANSWERS. BEING А gv 15 THE 
THAT'S PROBABLY BARGAIN MADE TO 
WHY THE GOVERN- ሪ LIVE NREL AND 
MENT WANTS ІТ INDEPENDENTLY. I RE- 
SECRET- A CENTLY LEARNED ፲ 

- МАКЕ THE SOVIETS 
VERY NERVOUS-- 

THEY HAVE NO 

CYBORGS. 


AND WHAT 
HAPPENED 


TO 
MICHAEL? Á 


GOVERNMENT 
WANTS. 


MOM, т KNOW PAD 
COMMITTED 
SUICIDE. 


THEY SAY 
THAT CHILDREN 
OF SUICIDES 
SEE IT AS-..AS 
A vIABLE 
ALTERNATIVE. 


I CAME TO ІТ SLOWLY. 
YEARS, REALLY. BUT 
NO WAY COULD HE HAVE 


HIS NOTE-- HE LEFT 
ONE-- BEGGED ME 
NOT TO TELL. THE 


HE GAVE HIS LIFE 
TO THAT DAMN 
COMPANY. 


GOTTEN OFF THAT INSURANCE REJECTED OTHER 
CLIFF UNLESS HE WAS MONEY PUT You OFFERS THROUGH 
DOING SIXTY AND THROUGH THE YEARS. THEN 


AIMING FOR THE 
OPEN AREA. 


THEY SOLD IT, 
AND HE МАЗ 
DROPPED 

WITHOUT A 
THOUGHT. 


COLLEGE, you 


I 
VISITED 


AN 
ENGINEER 
DOESN'T START 
OVER AT 
FIFTY- ONE. 
THE FIELD 
CHANGES TOO 
QUICKLY. AND 
THEY DON'T 
LIKE TO HIRE 
SOMEBODY 
WHO WILL GET 
A PENSION IN 
FOURTEEN 


A_MAN NEEDS 
ТО FEEL USEFUL, 
RON. HE NEEDS р 
WORTHWHILE WORK.| 2 I SUPPOSE 
HIS STORY'S EEEN 


Wr 
N 8 
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ІМ SORRY, BUT THE 
POLICE ARE AT THE 
DOOR! THEY WANT ТО 
СНЕСК ON ELAINE! 


REASSURE THEM JUST IN CASE... 


THAT EVERY- I LOVE YOU, 
THING'S OKAY. MOM, AND I'M 
HAPPY IN 
MY LIFE. 


OKAY, 


SORRY TO BOTHER YOU, MRS. 
LITHGOW, BUT ONE OF YOUR 
NEIGHBORS REPORTED SOME 
SUSPICIOUS ACTIVI 


QUITE ALL RIGHT, 
OFFICER. I'M JUST 
ENJOYING А VISIT 
FROM MY SON. I'M 

AFRAIP YOU'VE 
BEEN BOTHERED 

FOR NOTHING- 


GOD, THAT SMELL THE SMELL OF DEATH, 
KID. YOU'LL GET USED 


IN THERE--- WHAT 
WAS тт? 


our BACK. 
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MAUREEN. 


TO IT IN THIS 
BUSINESS. 


PLAYING ІТ COOL, 
HUH? WELL, MAYBE 
WE DON'T SEE YOU. 


“ 
HOW ABOUT 
JUST 
AIN HIM 
> WE 


OKAY, BUDDY. 
соме OUT 
SLOWLY. 


т сам 
TELL. ТНАТ 
DOG WON'T 

SHUT ИР. 
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I'LL JUST 


OKAY, YOU: 


им COMING 
OUT. | 
UV 
== 


MAYBE I'LL 
HAVE መፎፕፕፎፎ 
LUCK IN 
THIS YARD... 


THIS HAS GONE 
О FAR 1Т 2 
DEFINITELY ВЕ 
A NEWSPAPER 

AFTICLE IF 
THEY CATCH МЕ. 


I DON'T KNOW! 
LET'S Go 
DOWN: 


DID IT COME 
FROM THE 
ROOFS 


WHAT 1S 
HAPPENING?! 


Ў 


THAT'S ІТ. NOW 
PUT inte E 
ER. 
BOARD. 


А 


4 


y». 


CAREFUL. HE 
ACTS LIKE 
ዛፎ HIGH 


CAN YOU PROVE 
THATS 


YOU SEE HIM, 
MAUR 


EEN? 


DON'T BOTHER 
WITH TOOLS: 
I'M FASTER: 


RON! LARRY! 
THE POLICE 


Он, GREAT! NY 
DISTRACT 
т > 


IT'S JUST Е 


YOU ALL RIGHT, Ó Z I WHY, мот а 
НЕКЕ? (Т Z ነ Ei SOUL, 
| OFFICER! 
OH, YES K سا‎ 
OFFICER. Z Е С 1 حح‎ 9 | ае 
2 РГ 
А ЕЁ 1 


SEEN ANY: 


I SWEAR, MAN, SHE WAS 1 
COMING ON TO mer < 4 


THEY DRIVE HOME. 


ሦ 
PAPER ON 
— 906 BURTONS | 


ONE WEEK LATER... DIN “47 SENATOR... — WELL, ІТ VVASN'T 


fad н-нин... UNEXPECTED. 
< A HEART 
ATTACK? 


1 


WELL, | 
THAT'S А 
BLESSING, 

AT 


--- I THOUGHT 
UG 


LISTEN, THERE'S 
A EM 


OH, МУ GOODNESS! 

I JUST REALIZEP 
WHAT YOU WERE 

TALKING ABOUT: 


SATURDAY... ---УМТН THE GAIN FULL 


UP. YOUR MOVEMENTS 
WILL CAUSE ALL SORTS 
OF MIKE NOISE. 


MIAME VICE, I 
THINK IN ONE OF 
THE FIRST 
SHOWS, WHERE-- 


“AND SERENELY GREET 
THE JOURNEYS ENC...” 


КУЛЫ 
f 


SÅ Ap sl 5 А / ነ j 
ቅ '- | Е ІУ) 


<...ሪ.ወ Ам OLIVE FALLS 


"THERE WILL ALWAYS 
BE BARRIERS 
BETWEEN ME AND 

WHAT NORMAL 
PEOPLE CAN DO.” 


-.. PERHAPS THAT 
LOVE WOULD 

WITHER FROM 
THE ЕАКТН- 


“BUT EVERY APULT 
MUST EVENTUALLY 


FACE THE 
LIMITATIONS OF HIS 
LIFE. WE DON'T 
GET TO DO AND HAVE 
EVERYTHING." 


IT MAY BE THAT 


РК 
STRAIN WITHIN 
OUR ARMS 
COLLE NEVER 
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SO NOW BOTH MY PARENTS 
ARE GONE. I'LL HAVE ТО RE- 
READ_GAIL SHEEHY NOW TO 
SEE HOW I'M 
SUPPOSED TO FEEL. 


WAS ТНАТ--Р NO, JUST A WAVING 

TREE. I HOPE LARRY АМО 

MAUREEN STAY ALERT. THE NSA 

WOULD RAISE SHEER HELL IF 
SOMEONE CAME BY AND 

CONNECTED ME WITH THE NAME 

LITHGOW... OR IF THEY EVEN KNEW 

I SNUCK UP HERE. 


% 


1 
1 
Д 


М 


/4 


` 


1/7 "> 


ድ=: 


መመ = 
=> 


===> 


<=> 


===> 


==> 


ሬ‏ سے 


OF COURSE, I УУОМТ BE 

BURIED. I OWE 
MAUREEN THE CHANCE 
TO WRING EVERY LAST 
DATUM_OUT OF THIS 
ALIEN BODY. 


٩ 


THEN AGAIN, I 
МАУ OUTLIVE 
СААД HER. WE HAVE 
NO IDEA HOW 
Å LONG т MIGHT 

Ж LIVE, GIVEN МУ 
REGENERATIVE 


4 
% CAPACITY 


OF COURSE, I MIG 


NOT HEAR THE TRUCK نت‎ 

HORN OVER THIS 

WIND, EVEN IF THEY 
ARE WATCHFUL. 


OH, NOBODY'S GOING 

TO COME UP HERE ON 

A NIGHT LIKE THIS! 

THAT'S WHY WE PIP 
THIS: 


LIONEL 

LITHGOW 
HUSBAND 
1919-1970 


ELAINE 
LITHGOW 


WIFE 
1925-1987 


I'D LIKE TO SEE 
THEM ТЕУ TO BURY 
ME- IT'D TAKE 

А CRANE! 


STORY % ART ©1987 
PAUE CHADWICK 


LETTERING: 
8/24 SPICER 


LICHE OF IMMORTALIST 
MY LOVED ONES AGE 


NO, LARRY WILL 
EVENTUALLY GO 
HIS OWN WAY 
PARTICULARLY 
IF HE GETS 
MARRIED. 


MAUREEN 
MIGHT STICK, 

THOUGH, 
AS LONG AS 
THERE'S MORE 

TO LEARN. 
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WHAT MIGHT I SEE? BOY. HOW WOULD I FARE IN А POST-NUCLEAR WORLD? 
SINCE I CAN EAT ANYTHING, I WOLILDN!T STARVE IN THE NUCLEAR WINTER. I 
MIGHT WIND UP SOME KIND OF GOD TO CANCER-RIDDEN CANNIBALS. 


OF COURSE, THERE'5 NO REASON 
TO THINK I'M IMMUNE TO 
RADIOACTIVITY. MY HUMAN 
BRAIN WOULD GROW A TUMOR, 
NO POUBT... IF I WASN'T 
AAELTED INTO GREEN GLASS, 


I DON'T THINK WE'LL 
БАРЫУ. SOMEHOW 
UDPDLE THROUGH. 
LIEVE THAT. 


= " 
WAS THAT А HORN? 
No, JUST THE WIND. 


WATCHING THE PAGEANT 
OF HISTORY PASS...GREAT 
MEN AND WOMEN 
CLIMBING THE HEIGHTS, 
FALLING--- MAYBE I'D 
FINALLY GAIN SOME PER- 
SPECTIVE, AND ТАКЕ JOY 
IN THE PROCESS OF 
LIFE, RATHER THAN 
ALWAYS WORRYING 
ABOUT 25/۳" 


SAVE 
BOOKS! 
BOOKS ARE 
SACRED! 


iN 


NO, IT'LL PROBABLY ВЕ А FUTURE OF 
INCREASINGLY MIXED BLESSINGS... 
MIRED IN GLOBAL POLLUTION, 
WATCHING AMERICA DIG ITS 
ECONOMIC GRAVE. 


ROOM FOR BREAKTHROUGHS, 
OF COURSE. SUPER- 
CONPUCTIVITY COULD BE 
A WILD CARD, OR FUSION 
MAYBE. GENE- SPLITTING: 


ЕШ! 


OR MAYBE SOME MERE 
"ІМРЕОУЕМЕМТ”-.- TV 
WAS JUST IMPROVED 
RADIO, AUTOS MERELY 
“HORSELESS 
CARRIAGES.” 


AND SPACE? IT LOOKS LESS AND LESS 
LIKELY WE'LL EVER MIGRATE OFF EARTH, 
BUT ONE OF THOSE BREAKTHROUGHS 
MIGHT TURN THINGS AROUND. I HOPE 
SO. WE WEES A GREATER CAUSE ТО 
LOOK TO... SOMETHING BETTER THAN 
WATCHING THINGS RUN POWN, WAITING 
FOR АМ APOCALYPSE. 


OH, I HOPE 
SO. THEY'D 
NEVER LET Ë 
^E GO... I'D 
ВЕ TOO 
VALUABLE А 
HISTORICAL 
RESOURCE 
BY THEN..- 


ТНАТ WOLLDN!T БЕ HOW WOULD I EVENTUALLY DIE? 

А LIFE CRAMMED W! ACCIDENT? ACTUALLY, MUTAGENS 

WORTH OF EXPERIEN AND CARCINOGENS WILL PROBABLY 

HUMAN ADVENTURE 1 TAKE CARE ОҒ MY BRAIN JUST AS 
WELL AS RADIOACTIVITY COULP. 


OR I COULD GET 
ALZHEIMER'S. 
ር ጋ 


IT'S А 
NICE LINE 
ANY WAY. 

. 


I SHOULD МАКЕ PLANS 
ЕСЕ SUICIDE IF I EVER 
FEEL MY МІМІР GOING. I SUPPOSE I 


- COULD JUST WALK 181 
= || ዳር 
= AND KEEP ue A BOMB IN 
т WALKING UNTIL (Bo му MOUTH 


WOLILD 
Las I DROWN. PROBABLY 


DO IT, TOO. 


vet ELAINE 
ШШ 


HUSBAND WIFE 


8981 18251987 


2 


GREAT, JUST 
GREAT. THEY'RE 
RIGHT BETWEEN 

МЕ АМР THE 

TRUCK! 
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I'LL HAVE TO RUN LIH-OH... I'M LEAVING 
CLEAR FOOTPRINTS IN 
THIS WETNESS! 
AROUND THEM. 
Cd 
- 
- 
2 

ሃ 
| 
( 
NG 
vy 


ма EN ኣኒ ነ 


NE 
Г 


På ча, 


NO! THEY'RE 
NEARLY АТ 
THE GRAVE! 


== 7 
7 — Uh 
He MM ccu 


ያመ 


Melvin D.Miles 
1859-1907 


eS 


I'LL RUN ON THE 


Е 
вит WON'T HAVE му 


DISTINCTIVE 
FOOTPRINT. 


THEY STILL 
LEAD BACK TO 
THE LITHGOW 

GR. 


AVE; 


THOUGH. 


1) 


pi 
(፻፪ 


“ዘል < 
# A T 


хх MA! ٩ лй 
N Qi 11” د‎ 


| Ы 


DID WE SCARE YOU OFF? WE WERE 

WONDERING IF WE COULD WRAP IT 

UP HERE. THE TRUCK LEAKS. 
WE'RE РКЕМСНЕР- 


Tomorrow: 

1, Send anonymous $ to Forest Lawn (damage) | 
2. Suicide optious-list (hide it!) 

2. Call J. Merrill: long-term investments7 


DIED 


APRIL 26 189! 
AGED 64 YEARS 


HEY WOULD ВЕ АМЕР BY THE TRUTH; BUT 
Sw Lt КЕЕР 


FAN 
UNSUCCESSFUL ATTEMPT 
TO CREATE CYBORGS- 


DID IN NEPAL 


3 


{Это AND АЕТ 
PAUL CHADWICK № 
LASS LETTERING: 

8/22 SPICER 
Z 2 ABETM CHADWICK 


арт. መይዳ መረድ > 


AGS 
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THE PATTERN WE GRE / OR THE way it 


OF SUNLIGHT 
ON THE DEIRDRE’S HAIR 


І CAN SEE WHY THEY'D S< 

SEE w Я === 

AS SHE САМЕ 

UP TO US BY THE 
POND. 


BUT IT'S 


CULTURAL OVER- 
LOAP. 


ፌር 
ER 
KD 


NG, BUT I 
Y BE, 


` % z 
== | FO 
7 DE ~ JE < 


MATTER. 


I'VE ALWAYS FELT IN MY GUT ሯ à 15 THAT HO 
THAT THEY'RE GONE FOREVER, Z пат нем 
BUT NOW... 


WE'D 
BETTER DROP 
: 7 | А SURE! 
THERE'S A 3 | š THAT'S WHY 
ኢ PIERDRE- ሥቺ : ጣ [= ТОП САМЕ! 


= PENT БЕЛМИ CET 


173 


172 


Бу THE WAY, [—( тоо BAD. IT'P BE GREAT ло 


ВЕТ M/M UP НЕ 


SHOULD 
BE 

INTER- 

ESTING. 


GREETINGS, 
CONCRETE. 
ү 


STRANGE THINGS HAVE BEEN 
HAPPENING HERE SINCE THE 


R THAT IN А 
MINUTE. BUT UNUSUAL PHYSI- 
CAL PHENOMENA ARE 
APPEARING. 


| 
| 


FIRST OF ALL, CROPS ARE 
GROWING LIKE CRAZY. THIS 
AREA 15 ABOUT FIFTY PERCENT 
AHEAD OF USUAL, AND THIS NOT ALL VEGETATION 
LARGER AREA 15 PERHAPS 15 DOING WELL, 
TWENTY PERCENT AHEAD. THOUGH THESE 
MYSTERIOUSLY DYING. SOME TREES HAVE 
THEY'RE CALLING IT STRANGE BURN-LIKE 
A NEW DISEASE, MARKS ON ТНЕМ, 
BUT THAT'S BETWEEN TWO AND 
PRETTY UNUSUAL. 


TEN FEET HIGH. 


IT WAS RIGHT НЕЕ. NORTH OF HERE, IN THE STATE 
I WATCHED IT DRIFT PARK, A ROCK WAS 
OUT OF SIGHT- NOTICED TO HAVE BEEN 
IT GETS STRANGER. MOVED FIFTY FEET FROM 
JERRY WALTHAM, WHERE ІТ HAD PREVIOUSLY 
SEVENTEEN: SAYS RESTED. THERE IS wo 
HE SAW А ACCESS HERE FOR 
GELATINOUS MASS VEHICLES OF ANY KIND. 
TEN FEET ACROSS 
IN THE RIVER : 
ON JUNE FIRST. 


[ 


4 


B. 


WILD ANIMALS HAVE 
BEEN FOUND, 
WEIRDLY AMPUTATED 
AND CUT ЫР AS 
DISAPPEARED. IF THEY'D BEEN 
DISSECTED. 


THE HOLE. SEVEN FEET ACROSS, A_SINKHOLE, YOU MIGHT GUESS. BUT NO SINK- 
TELL HOW DEEP. AS YOU SEE, А HOLE LIKE THIS APPEARED OVERNIGHT, 
RATION RADIATES FROM PERFECTLY ROUND, WITH SOLID BANKS. AND 
IT WAS OVERNIGHT. 


WE'VE SENT А SAMPLE OF THE 
SUBSTANCE TO А FRIEND АТ HARVARD 
TO HAVE IT ANALYZED. 


HOWARD FIFTEENTH. I WOKE 
PHILLIPS. UP መ TICKER BARKING AT THE WOOPS- 
4 d ALS was KINDA LIGHT WAS COMING... 


HARD TO TELL WITH THE 
BARKING. 


I SLEPT BAD THAT NI 

NO MORE TROUBLE. NEXT MORNING WHAT 
YOU SEE WAS THERE. IF YOU CAN TELL МЕ 
WHAT THE HELL 15 Gol 


нт, I'LL TELL YOU. BUT 


с ON, YOU'RE 
DAMNED WELCOME. 
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ТНЕЕЕ/5 MORE ABOUT THAT HOLE, 
BUT YOU HAVE THE BASICS- 
WE'VE TRIED ТО GET AUTHORITIES 


SUCCESS. WE'RE PISMISSEP 
AS CRACKPOTS, OF COURSE- 


YOU BELIEVE 
US, DON'T 
YOU, LARRY? 


IF YOU'RE INTERESTED, PLEASE WRITE. WE 
DON'T HAVE PHONE SERVICE, INCIDENTALLY. 
THE ADDRESS IS R.F.P. 
NUMBER ONE, RO 
т STILL 
WOULD LIKE TO 
KNOW ONE 
THING- WHY 
ME? 


YOU'RE 
PROMINENT. YOU 
KNOW SENATORS, 
AND MUST HAVE 

CONNECTIONS WITH 
THE GOVERNMENT, 
SINCE THEY 
BUILT YOUR BODY 


WE'RE 
HOPING YOU 


ОН, FOR THIS 


PIECES. 


THIS ONE. 
I APPEAR 
NORE IN 


HERE. THIS 
ONE'S FROM 
pA 

ራያ - 
РНАЗЕ- саны” 


WE HOPED WE МЕН 
TO INVESTIGATE. AS 
You COULD МАКЕ ህ= = THIS EVEN IF NO 
FIRM CONCLUSIONS ልፎ 

IF YOU መመ LEARN TH 


THIS... WELL, 


THAT YOU'RE SO PHOTO- 
GENIC 15 ICING ON THE 
CAKE! 


CAN I GETA 
SHOT OF YOU TWO 


WATCHING THE ТАРЕ? 


AH, YES, THE 
DOCUMENTARY. 


I SUPPOSE, 
BUT THE 
TAPE 
IS OVER. 


OKAY... LOOK 
SERIOUS! 


THE NEXT DAY... 


ин... I THINK a = 
I'D BETTER : Ы THE INTERVIEW 
NOT. PROCEEDS WITH 
* A GRACE 
8 CONSISTENT 
22... WITH THIS 
7 СУ ሆ INTRODUCTION. 
А ፪ 
/ сә = 2 
| > | 


| ч X ሪ 
| شا‎ ፌፌኒ 
ዴ 


YES, I'M TELLING 
LEF 


L OVER- 
EXPOSED, BURNED 
CLEAN. 


NO ሻ! 
| Шы 


дъ 
| ኸለ 
| uppe 


NOT EVERYONE KNOWS THIS, 
BUT I HAVE INHUMANLY 


YOU WANNA LOWER 
SOMEBODY DOWN 
THERE, OKAY 


ril ТІЛЕ '1 


fi du Me 
1 | 1 


u - 
50 YOU SAID. 
BUT I PROMISE. 


HEY! TAKE А LOOK OVER HERE! YOU'RE RIGHT. 
THERE’RE SOME OF THOSE ` ODD HOW THE 
BURN MARKS! 4 BUSHES 
RIGHT NEXT 
TO IT AREN'T 
Neko Å 


My, 
< NEAN 


FUNNY WE DIDN'T YEP... THERE'S SOMETHING 
NOTICE THIS p DOWN THERE! А CIRCULAR 
YESTERDAY DID 5 METAL THING, RIGHT 
AR THE 
T TOM 


YOU'RE SURE ABOUT 
, THIS? 
IT! PULL ME UP! Å | LET'S JUST 
IT 
QUICKLY. 


THE WATER'S RISING! 
PULL ME UP! NOS 


ШІЛ ዘክ "m 


ODD IT WOULD FILL UP LIKE NO DIGGIN^ I DON'T 
THAT. THE WATER LEVEL'S E 7 1 > 
AT. THE WATER LEVE ርጋ DIG DOWN WANT NO DIGGIN’ 


I'LL BET IT 
COVERED 
THE CIRCLE, 
WHATEVER 
IT WAS. 


WELL, LARRY, 1 SUPPOSE BEN 
AND PDIERDRE THINK I'M OUT 
HERE TO WRITE А WHITLEY 
STREIBER SORT OF BOOK. 


BUT MORE AND MORE 
I'M THINKING ALEX 
HALEY 15 CLOSER 
TO THE MARK. 


50 YOU THINK IT'S 
THEM. THE ALIENS 
WHO GAVE YOU 
YOUR BODY. 


Па 


I'M STILL NOT SURE. вит 
WE HAVE MUTILATED 
ANIMALS, WHICH SUGGEST 
THE SORT OF SURGICAL 
EXPERIMENTS THAT PUT 
MICHAEL MAYNARD'S AND 


AND WE HAVE 
BURNS ON TREES 
THAT COULD BE 

FROM ENERGY 
WEAPONS LIKE 

THE ONE I 
BROUGHT 
BACK. 


) ТАЛАР” 


THE HOLE. WELL, 
OBVIOUSLY IT'S 
TOO SMALL 
A PASSAGE 
FOR ALIENS AS 
BIG AS ME. 


e ال‎ 


IT MAY BE A WAY 
TO TRAP SMALL 
ANIMALS, ОЕ, 
JUDGING FROM 
THE WHITE Dis- 
CHARGE, A VENT 
OR_WASTE 
CHUTE. 


MY BRAINS IN BODIES 
Ka LIKE THIS. 


ODD, THE ТАРЕ 
SHOWED NO 
CURVILINEAR 
DESIGN ON 
THAT PLATE. 


N IT'S FUNNY, LARRY. WHEN I 
FIRST ESCAPED, I THOUGHT !T 
WAS THE MOST IMPORTANT 
THING ІМ THE WORLD TO GO 


IN, UNDER THAT MOUNTAIN, 
HAD MORE FRENCH CURVES 
THAN A DRAFTING SCHOOL... 
DOWN TO THE SMALLEST PUBLIC, TO WARN THE WORLD. 
DETAILING, ТОО- : BUT THE GOVERNMENT 
BALKED, AND THE ALIENS 
SEEMED ТО BE GONE. + 


SENATOR 
DOUGLAS 
POINTED OUT HOW 
THE GOVERNMENT 
COULD MAKE МУ 
LIFE HELL IF ፲ 
BROKE MY 
WORD. 


MADE ME PROMISE, 
ACTUALUY.-- AND, 
AS I SAY, THE 
ALIENS SEEMED 
TO BE GONE. 
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ву 
GIVING ME 
THE VISUAL 
FACE OF 
VYHISTLE- 
BLOWERS. I'D 
BE DEPICTED 
AS MENTALLY 
UNSTABLE, 
WITH THOROUGH 
DOCUMENTATION 
TO BACK UP 
THE CHARGE. 


THAT 
BUSINESS 
AT THE NSA 
WHEN I GOT ^Y 
LEG BLOWN TO 
BITS COULD 
BE DISTORTED 
INTO ay HINE 
С 


UGLY 
AND CRAZY. 


THAT 
WOULD 
DECIMATE MY 
CREDIBILITY AS 
A WRITER. BUT 
THEY COULD 
ALSO DENY ME 
TRAVEL... AND 
ALL MY HOPES 
FOR THIS 
LIFE WOULD 
BE DEAD. 


NVE | 


OR, THEY COULP 
DRUG ME AND 
TAKE ME TO A BASE 
IN THE ALEUTIANS. 
“NATIONAL 
SECURITY; АМ 
ELASTIC СОМСЕРТ. 


вит NOW... 
IF WE FIND 
SOMETHING 
SUBSTAN- 
TIAL... 


І GUESS IM 
JUST A 
DIE-HARD 


A TIRED OLD THING, ISN'T 
IT? BUT STILL COMPELLING, 
IF IT'S REAL. 


THEY COULOMT DISCREDIT 
ME. I COULD CHANGE THE 

WORLD, ERASE ALL THE “US 

VERSUS THEA S ”... WE'D UTOPIAN IN 

HAVE ል GREATER “THEM” МУ SECRET 
TO WORRY ABOUT. SOUL. 


I'VE HEARD 
THIS PLOT 
BEFORE. 


BUT OF COURSE, IF “THEY” ARE 

MORE THAN WE CAN HANDLE, 

“UTOPIA” WILL BE THE LAST 
WORD WE'LL BE USING. 


I CERTAINLY I KNOW YOU WERE OUT EARLIER 
APPRECIATE LOOKING AT THE STARS, BUT 
THIS... THEY NEVER GET BORING. co 
> Е 


LARRY, 
YOU'RE 
NOT BUSY, 
ARE 


YOU AND BEN.--YOU'RE LIKE F МА ONLY BECAUSE 
A COUPLE, RIGHT? қ YOU'RE TAKING 
à MY ROO, 


ST 
- AND PARTNERS 
N CRIME! 


I JUST 
THOUGHT-- 
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IT'S HUGE! LET 
МЕ GET 


NO! L WANT TO GET 
E МУ VIDEO GEAR! I'LL 
CONCRETE! WITH 1 СЕТ НІМ! AND 
HIS EYES YOU KEEP YOUR 
HE'LL BE ABLE 2 ) EYES ON IT! 
TO SEE JUST 
WHAT IT IS! ` 


HEY--WAIT! 
NO VIDEO 
CAMERA 
COULD PICK 
Be THAT: | | WHAT'S TAKING Ë 
LIGHT! Е 


B" come On... WE 
THEM? IT'S С COME OWS 
ALMOST GONE! d 
HEY! IT A ES 


.መ 
JERKED Ы 
UPWARD! 


LARRY! WHERE 
IS IT? 
QUICKLY! 


ІТ WENT M DIERDRE, WY DID уои MEASURE 
BEHIND M COULD IT AGAINST YOUR 
THOSE YOU CUT THUMB AT ARM'S 

TREES. THE 

IT WAS LIGHTS? ÅR 

HUGE. - 3 


SIZES CAN ВЕ DECEIVING IN 
THE SKY; IT'S A HUGE FIELD 
OF VISION. 


YOU CAN 
СОУЕЕ THE 
MOON WITH 


‘OUR. 
THUMBNAIL 
Ат ARM'S 
LENGTH, You 

KNOW. 


TOOK YOU, 
BY THE 
WAY? 


т БЕО 
VIDEO GEAR BEFORE 
P GETTING THEM. 


ШЫЙ WHAT DO YOU MEAN? WE RE 
መጤ CAME RIGHT AWAY. - 

му и TM AFRAID IT'S MY — I 

. FAULT. КЕ OUT ለላ” 4 


IT THE ONLY MYSTERIOUS OBJECT TO АРРЕАК DOES SO THE NEXT MORNING... 


ks - 
MAUREEN! 7 TELL ME 
Е МЕТ 
LIENS. 
DAYS, YET! 


WHAT 
DMWHAT Go I NOT YET. BUT 
DRIVE ALL ( AN وس چا‎ YOU. 
> IT ! N | - 
NIGHT? ITS SAG NU | СОМЕ ON ከ4. 


о 
EARLY! 


PREPARE 
YOURSELF. 


THIS 
PAIR ISA 
TOUCH 
PECULIAR. 


INTRODUCTIONS ARE MADE, 

AND SOON THE EVIDENCE 15 

REVIEWED, INCLUDING THE 
“DESCENT” ТАРЕ- 


=) 


RIVETS. 


NO, I'M SORRY. I CAN'T. THE = AT THE PHILLIPS HQUSE... 
LAST DOCUMENTARY I WAS 1 
INVOLVED IN МАРЕ А 
LEGITIMATE INQUIRY INTO ል 
GENETIC CANCER FACTOR 


SEEM LIKE AN EXERCISE IN y : | Ш [| [11 
MOUSE TORTURE. š 


7۸ HOWARD? 
AOW-Am 77 


HE DOESN'T 
SEEM TO BE 


НЕКЕ- 
SHALL WE 

О UP 
ANYWAY? 


‹ HUH. YOU KNOW 
WHAT'S MADE OF 
CALCIUM 
PHOSPHATE. 
DON'T You? 


У IT'S 
COMING... 


LOOK, I 15...15 THAT WHAT 
THINK... IT LOOKS LIKE? 


LOOK, I WANT 
YOU ALL OUT OF 
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AS FAR AS I'M CONCERNED, THERE'S ALTHOUGH PIGS AFE HAPPY 
NOTHING TO DEBATE. I WANT You = = ENOUGH TO DRINK BEER IF 
ALL AWAY FROM HERE TOMORROW MORNING. THEY'RE GIVEN ІТ... 
BUT I'M STAYING. I NEED MORE THAN TORN 22 
OVERALLS AND WHAT MAY OR MAY NOT ВЕ А Б 
COUPLE OF BAGS OF HOWARD PHILLIPS 
PUREE IN THE FREEZER. 


I WANT TO 
CONVINCE 
PEOPLE! 


IT’S NOT 

ENOUGH. 

I NEED 

PICTURES, 
OR А 


YOU SAY PHILLIPS WAS 
A DRINKER. DRUG TESTING 
TECHNIQUES MIGHT FIND ENOUGH 
ALCOHOL IN THOSE SAMPLES ТО RULE 
OUT THEIR BEING ANIMAL TISSUE... 


WOULD BE GLAD TO 

SEND A TEAM UP 

TO INVESTIGATE 
THIS, IF ፲ 
ASKED HIM. 


I HAVE NOT BEEN NO, I NEED TO GET SOMETHING A SMOKING 
FOND OF THE NSA THAT WILL GIVE ME CREDIBILITY RAY-GUN, IF 
SINCE MY LEG WAS IN THE COURT OF PUBLIC 4 YOU WILL. 
NEARLY BLOWN OPINION. 
OFF ОМ THEIR | 
PREMISES. WE : 1 : 
CAN'T EXPECT š 7 II You 
SYMPATHY FOR EVI š NEEDN'T 
OUR GOALS ቻ - > 1 ы 5 WORRY. 
FROM THEM. : I'LL БЕ 
2 CAREFUL. 


HOW MANY TIMES SCALLIONS DON'T 


ARE YOU GOING 7 HAVE HEADS. JUST 
TO WATCH THAT ROOT BULBS. 


7 — BRIGHTER IN 
YAWN = THAT ; i 
WAS THE LAST. : моемне. 
I'M FEELING å | پچ‎ 
BETTER ሀ 
ABOUT ALL 


NOT AAE. 

I WENT 
DOWN THAT 
THING HEAD 

FIRST! 


LIKE A 
SCALLION 
DOWN ል JUST THE SAME, 
FOOD I'M KEEPING WATCH 
PROCESSOR. OUTSIDE TONIGHT. / | 
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NN 


у ES | 


ue: C 1 | Ui N 
одо ) ፤ E Maui 


RON! гому `` 
PULL ME UP: 
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WELL, ONLY ONE MAYBE I'LL WATCH SOME OF 

THING TO DO DIERPRE'S VIDEOS WITH THE 

WHEN YOU HAVE SOUND OFF. I WONDER 

A NIGHTMARE... WHICH ONE 16 THE ONE SHE 
MENTIONED. 


ON SECOND 
THOUGHT, I'D 
HATE TO EE 
CAUGHT. 


HUH- 
SOMEBODY 
DIDN'T 
НЕ 
т -Р. 
EMPTY! AND THIS 
ТУВЕ!’ ALMOST 


М THAT GIRL'S JUST BEEN 
TOYING WITH МЕ THE 


ENTIRE TIME. BUT WHY? қ Š pM Бе” ېمر‎ 
| | : ЖЕ Ы RACCOON. 
: ІШ 


= Linus - - - $ š ( THE NIGHT 
ЖҮЛ АГ Gi ШАП YU ASS | М PASSES. 


WHAT'S BREAD BAKED FROM CALCIUM PHOSPHATE-- 
COOKING? | | OR WHAT WE WERE TOLD WAS THAT- 
ACTUALLY, IT WAS FLOUR, THE NATURAL 
CHOICE IF YOU WANTED ል CHEAP, 
MYSTERIOUS WHITE POWDER. 


YOU SEE, 
WE'VE BEEN 
HOAXED-. 


I WONDERED IF SOME THEY/D HEARD OF THE TREE 
RUSE MIGHT BE DISEASE--A SPECIFIC INSECT 
GOING ON WHEN 1 THEY'RE NOW SPRAYING FOR. 
ASKED AT А BUT NOT THE СКОР GROWTH- 
SERVICE STATION NOR BURN MARKS, MISSING 
ABOUT THE СЕОР PETS OR THE GELATINOUS 
GROWTH AND MASS IN THE RIVER. 
DYING TREES / 


BUT I HAVE 
SOME GUESSES. 


I HAVEN'T 
FIGURED OUT HOW 
YOU DID EVERYTHING, 
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МАУ УУЕ РКЕЗЕМТ 
TWO-TIME ТОМУ 
NOMINEE, KENNETH 
RINGER, A.K.A. 
“HOWARD PHILLIPS.” 


RINGER NARRATES AN ILLUSTRATED 
DESCRIPTION OF HOW IT WAS DONE: 
OR, RATHER, HOW ІТ WOULD ВЕ 
DONE, SINCE THE TAPE PRECEDED 
CONCRETE'S ARRIVAL. 


THERE WAS NO CROP 
GROWTH, MISSING OR 
MUTILATED ANIMALS, 
SOUNDS OR LIGHTS. 
THE ROCK IN THE 
FOREST HAD NOT 


THE HOLE HAD BEEN 
BEEN MOVED. 


DUG BY BACKHOE, 
SHOVEL AND POST- 


FORC 
PERSPECTIVE--AN 
OLD SET DER IONER S 


GELATINOUS 
MASS! 


А VALVE, HIDDEN ВУ 
A ROCK, EMPTIES 
A BURIED DRUM OF 
WATER INTO THE 
WELL. IT CAN ВЕ 
REFILLED IF 
NECESSARY 


KEN AND DIERDRE HAP 
REHEARSED 
“FINDING” THE NEW 
BURN MARKS, AND 
USING THE DISTRAC- 
TION TO SWITCH 
TAPES. AN EARLIER 
TAPE WITH DIERDRE IN 
IDENTICAL CLOTHING 
HAD BEEN MADE; A 
PHONY DOOR HAD 
BEEN STUCK ON THE 
SIDE AND THEN 
REMOVED, AFTER 
TAPING. 


THE WHITE 
POWDER: 


THE TORN OVERALLS 
AND GORE-- ANIMAL 
OFFAL FROMA 
BUTCHER SHOP, PLUS 
EXTRA STAGE 
BLOOD--WAS PLANTED 
BY KEN. 


SO- GAL. 
DRUM 


WATER 
LEVEL 
THE UFO? THE OLD 
CANDLE-IN-A- 
CLEANER‘S- BAG 
TRICK. KEN AGAIN. 


WHEN WE LEARNED 
HOW ACUTE YOUR 

VISION WAS, WE KNEW 
I'D HAVE TO DELAY 


THE BURN 
MARKS WERE 

DONE WITHA 
BLOWTORCH. 


SUMMONING You 
SO ONLY LARRY 
WOULD SEE IT. 


CRITICAL TO THE ЕМТІКЕ 
ENTERPRISE WAS А 
SENSE OF ISOLATION, 
AND CONSTANT КЕ- 
INFORCEMENT OF THE 
NEW REALITY ВУ 
SYMPATHETIC PEOPLE-- 
DIERDRE AND BEN. 


NOT ON HERE 15 THE 
WAY I'VE BEEN А 
SHAMELESS FLIRT 
WITH YOU, LARRY- 
YOU'VE BEEN А WON- 
DERFUL SPORT. OF 
COURSE BEN AND I 
ARE LOVERS- 


THERE'S JUST NOTHING 
LIKE A WOMAN 
BLOWING HOT AND COLP 
TO KEEP А MAN FROM 
THINKING STRAIGHT. 


THROUGHOUT, 
CONCRETE 
REMAINS 

SILENT- 


| STONE-FACED.| FACED. 


HOW'D YOU SET THE JUST PUT IN YOUR 
POG то GROWL? DAMNED 
эйс ШОН Ар ና 
e 
АННЕ то I ENTERTAINED 
THIS NOTION FOR 
FIVE MINUTES 15-2, 


(| 


N 
М THEY LEAVE, RESENTMENT 
THICK IN THE AIR- 


BODY JNABLE 


SSS J 


RAISING DANCING 
FAIRY-WRAITHS 


АМР IT EATS AT THE 
VEGETATION IT HITS, 
AS IT BURNS... 
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ір as a boulder and strong аз ап ох, he's Сопсгеге, seven-feet plus of 
B stony celebrity. 1ከ31 Без а government-created cyborg is the cover 
story, but in truth hes the mind of one Ronald Lithgow trapped inside a 
rocky shell of alien origin. Possessing powers that allow him to scale the ከ18ከ- 
est mountain unaided or peel back the roof of a car like a pull-tab, he is yet 


denied the simple human pleasures of fragile flesh. 


Paul Chadwick’s award-winning Concrete has been called by Harlan 
Ellison *. . . probably the best comic being published today by anyone, 


anywhere." This value-priced volume collects the second half of his 


original groundbreaking series, bonus short stories, and a gallery of 


hard-to-find Concrete illustrations. 


“Concrete endures as one of the smartest-written ‘superheroes’ ever created.” 


—Andrew Arnold, Time.com 


darkhorse.com 


